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T  O    T  H  E 

P   U    B   L    I    C    K. 

^/  HE  following  Treatife  having 
been  written  by  a  Noble  Lord, 
in  the  Tear  1733)  on  Occafion  of  the 
Solemnity  of  the  Marriage  of  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  late  Princefs 
Royal  with  the  late  Prince  of  Orange, 
and  Part  of  it  then  delivered  in  Ma~ 
nufcript  to  his  late  Majefty  ;  there 
was  afterwards^  in  the  Tear  1739, 
a  few  Copies  of  it  printed  at  Dublin. 
But  it  appearing  that  it  was  never 
puhlicUy  fold^  and  confequently  the 
Curious  not  fupplied  with  it,  as  would 
have  been  agreeable ;  an  Unknown 
Gentleman  has  put  it  into  our  Hands, 

A   2  im- 
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improved  with  many  CorreSiicits^  re- 
commending it  as  a  very  interefting 
Piece y  and  requejling  us  to  reprint  ity 
now,  upon  Occafion  of  his  prefent 
Majefiys  approaching  Marriage^  and 
to  prefix  the  above  Accou7it  before  the 
Preface.  'Therefore^  confidering  it  as 
an  inter efling  SubjeEi,  we  have  thought 
proper  to  comply  with  the  Advice  of 
our  unknown  Gentleman^  in,  publifh- 
ing  this  7tew  correBed\and  improved 
Edition^  and  flatter  ourfelves  with  a 
favourable  and  kind  Reception  by  the 
Curious, 

The  Publishers. 


T   O 


TO     THE 


READER. 


rHE  Claim  of  the  Peers  ^Ireland  having 
been  admitted  upon  the  unhappy  Occajion 
of  the  ProceJJion  at  the  Funeral  of  her 
late  Majejiy  ^leen  Caroline,  in  which 
they  were  rejloredto  the  Place  and  Rank  which 
they  had  ever  before  enjoyed ;  till  interrupted 
by  a  precipitate  Settlemeftt  of  the  Ceremonial^ 
upon  the  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  ^Orange, 
of  which  they  had  not  fufficient  Notice  to  be 
then  able  tojujiify  their  Rights.  It  may  feem 
fomewhat  unneceffary^  at  this  Time^  to  publijh 
any  Thing  relating  to  this  Difpute.  But,  as 
it  is  prefumedy  that  there  will  fhortly  be  ano- 
ther Marriage  in  the  Royal  Family y  and  as 
many  other  Occa/ions  may  happen  of  new  Cere- 
mony,  in  which  the  fame  great  Perfons  may  be 
concerned y  it  cannot  be  improper  to  Jhew  this 

Ar- 
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Argument  in  its  true  Lights  which  will  inevi^ 
tahly  take  away  all  Occafion^  or  Pretence y  to  re^ 
fine  at  that  Determination  which  was  at, 
length  fo  wifely  made  by  his  Majejiy,  -f-  in  a 
Matter  never  to  have  been  contejied,  had  it 
been  truly  underjiood. 

It  is  a  Misfortune   to    the  Publicky   that 
Men  J  either,  out  of  Prejudice  or   Vanity  ^  fo 
haftily  give  their  Opinions  upon  SubjeBs  with 
which   they    are    wholly  unacquainted  i    and 
this  Misfortune  is  the  greater y  when  it  hap- 
pens to  concern  the  Pretenfons  of  Nations y    or 
of  Bodies  of  Men   of  this  DiJiinBion.     The 
Heat    and  Pafjion    fhewn    in   private  De-- 
hatesy    too     often    co?nmunicate    an     impro- 
per   Influence    upon   publick     Councilsy    and 
create  Divifo'ns  and  Animof  ties  of  a  dangerous 
Nature  to  the  Commonwealth.     It  was  upon 
this  Groundy  that  one  of  the  Articles  of  Im- 
peachment againfl  the  great  Earl  of  Strafford 
wasy  That  he  had  affirmed  Ireland  to  be  a 
conquered   Country  ;   and  the  jamous  Mr. 
Pymm,     a   Manager  of  that  Impeachmenty 
obferved  upon  ity  I  hat  no  Speech  could  be  ful- 
ler fraught   with    Treafon    to    the   EngHfh 

t  The  late  King. 

State^ 
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State  J  Jince  it  tended  to  create,  a  general 
Difaffedtion  in  that  whole  People  to  the  com- 
mon Government.  Upon  the  fame  Principle 
it  wasy  that  the  Commons  of  England  ^^  wifely 
expelledy  and  voted  to  the.  Tower,  Sir  Chri- 
flopher  Pigot,  Knight  of  the  Shire  for  Bucks, 
one  of  tloe  moji  confderable  Members  of  that 
Houfcy  for  an  Inventive  againji  the.  Scotifh 
Nation. 

If  then  it  has  been  the  Wifdom  of  the  Le^ 
gijlatiire  to  endeavour y  by  Methods  of^  the 
greateft  Severity,  even  upon  its  own  Mem-- 
hers  J  to  fupprefs  fuch  Opinions  y  as  have  a 
tendency  to  create  a  DiJJatisfaBion  in  the 
Countries  appendant  on  our  Governmenty  it 
muji  be  meritorious  to  attempt y  by  a  clearer 
State  of  any  Difputey  which  may  occafion 
Difc on  tents  of  this  Kindy  to  remove  the  Caifes 
of  them  :  And  the  Circumjiances  of  Europe, 
and  of  this  Nation  in  particular y  being  fuch 
as  now  requircy  more  than  perhaps  in  any 
former  TimCy  the  friSieft  Union  among  our-' 
felves  j  a  Step  which  is  taken  to  that  defra-^ 
bie  Endy  requires  no  Apology. 

*  Feb.  135  1606. 


viii        To   the   READER. 

It  remains  therefore  for  usy  only  to  make 
our  Excufes  to  the  Noble  Author y  that  this 
Copy  is  publtjhed  without  his  Knowledge.  A-* 
mongfome  Tranfcripts  of  this  curious  Piece, 
which  were  handed  about  in  Manufcripty  at 
the  T^ime  of  this  DifputCy  one  happened  to 
fall  into  our  Handsy  whichy  as  we  acquired 
without  ReJlriSiiony  it  is  hoped  we  may  be  aU 
lowed  to  publijh  without  Offence. 
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QUESTION 

O  F    T  H  E 

PRECEDENCY 

O  F     T  H  E 

Peers  of  Ireland  m  England^ 

FAIRLY  STATED. 

In  a  Letter  io  an  English  Lord. 

My  Lord, 

THE  laft  Time  I  had  the  Honour 
of  converling  with  your  Lordfhip, 
you  may  remember,  that  our  Dif- 
courfe  was  principally  turned  upon  the  Dif- 
pute  concerning  Precedency  between  the 
Englijh  and  IrijJo  Peers,  and  that  I  promifed 
your  Lordlhip  to  procure  for  you  a  Copy  of 

B  thofe 
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thofe  Papers  which  were  preferred  to  .his 
Majefty  by  the  Peers  of  Ireland,  in  Vindi- 
cation of  their  Rights.  Having  made  your 
Lordfhip  this  Promife,  I  think  myfelf  ob- 
liged to  perform  it,  and  now  acquit  myfelf 
of  it,  by  fending  you  the  following  Sheets, 
which  contain  all  the  Precedents  delivered 
to  his  Majefty  on  the  part  of  that  Peerage, 
relative  thereto.  After  this,  I  iGhou'd  wil- 
lingly fubmit  the  Conteft  to  your  own  De- 
cifion ;  tho'  your  Seat  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
in  England  might  be  thought  a  Reafon  againft 
it.  But  your  Lordihip's  known  Candour  and 
Integrity  eafily  vanquilh  all  Sufpicions  of 
Partiality. 

I  fhall  trouble  your  Lordfhip  with  little 
Introdudtion ;  you  are  already  well  enough 
acqainted  with  the  Nature  of  the  Difpute, 
Nor  fhall  I  offer  you  any  Apology  for  the 
few  Obfervations  of  my  own,  upon  the  Ar- 
guments ufed  againfl  our  Body,  fince  your 
Lordfhip  defires  to  be  Mafter  of  the  De- 
bate ;  and  as  thefe  Obfervations  are,  in 
fome  meafure,  neceffary  to  your  being  fo. 

I  fhall  therefore  proceed  diredly  to  give 
you  the  Memorial  prefented  to  his  Majefty 

by 
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by  the  {a)  Earl  of  Egmont,  upon  the  2d  of 
November  1733,  in  the  Naine^  and  on  the 
Behalf  of  the  Peers  of  Ireland,  upon  the 
Occafion  of  the  Solemnity  of  the  Marriage 
of  his  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Orange 
with  the  Princefs  RoyaL 

'^  The  M  E  M  O  R  1  A  L. 

"  To  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majelly^ 

^^  The  humble  Memorial  of  the  Peers  of 
**  your  Majefty's  Kingdom  oi  Ireland, 
^^  now  in  London y 

**  Sheweth, 
''  npHAT  the  Peers  of  your  Majefty's 
*^  Kingdom   of  Ireland  are    now    in 

a6lual  Poffeflion^  by  Determinations  of 
King  James  I.  King  Charles  I.  and  King 
Charles  11.  of  a  Right  of  Place  and  Pre- 
cedence in  England  (which  has  been  al- 
^^  lowed  them,  as  appears  by  the  annexed 
*^  Schedules) ;  and  in  Proceffiorts  always 
**  took  Place  of  all  Englijh  Peers  of  infe- 
"  rior  Quality,  and  were  fupported  there- 
**  in  by  your  Majefty's  Royal  Predecef- 
^*  fors. 

{a)  Father  to  the  prtfent  Earl  of  Egmont. 

B  2  *^  We 
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The  Precedency  of  tie 

We  therefore  moil  humbly  hope,  that, 
upon  this  joyful  Occalion,  when  every 
faithful  Subject  of  your  Majefty  is  delirous 
^^  to  manifeft  the  Part  he  takes,  in  what  re- 
gards your  Majefty's  Illuftrious  Family, 
*^  they  fliall  not  be  refufed  an  Opportunity 
of  fhewing  their  Zeal  and  Affedion,  as 
your  Majefty's  Peers  of  Ireland. 

^^  Which  is  humbly  fubmitted,  &c. 

To  this  were  annexed  feveral  of  the  In- 
ftances  that  follow. 

The  King  is  the  Fountain  .of  all  Honour, 
and  as  fuch  your  Majefty's  PredeceiTors  have 
ever  determined  all  Matters  of  Precedency. 

Officiary  Earldoms  were  the  firft  Honours 
known  in  England  y  the  Perfons  invefted 
with  thefe  Dignities  were  Magiftrates  who 
governed  the  Provinces  and  Counties  in 
England  before  the  Conqueft,  and  they  held 
for  the  moft  part  during  the  Pleafure  of  the 
Prince  only. 

William  the  Conqueror  firft  eftabliihed  in 
this  Kingdom  the  Feodal  Honours  of  Earl 
and  Baron ;  they  were  held  by  Tenure  of 
Lands,  in  Capite,  or  in  other  Words,  of  Lands 

held 
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held  by  Knights  Service  immediately  for  the 
Crown,  and  were  Hereditary. 

{b)  Thefe  Barons  were  in  Time  diftin- 
guifhed  into  two  Claffes  y  the  firft  were 
called  the  Barones  Majores,  (fuch  as  had 
preferved  or  acquired  greater  Portions  of 
this  kind  of  Property)  who  had  Summons 
individually  to  the  Parliament  by  the  Title 
of  the  principal  Seats  of  their  Baronies. 
The  fecond  were  called  the  Barones  Mino- 
resy  (being  fuch  whofe  Properties  were  much 
inferior)  who  alfo  held  by  Knight's  Service 
immediately  of  the  King  y  they  had  a  Right 
alfo  to  come  to  Parliament,  by  one  general 
Summons  from  the  Sheriffs  of  the  Counties 
in  which  they  lived,  but  for  Convenience 
defired  and  were  permitted  to  fend  two, 
three,  or  more  of  their  Number  out  of  each 
County,  as  Delegates  for  the  reft,  to  the 
great  Council  of  the  Kingdom. 

King  Henry  III.  difcontinued  the  Right 
of  the  Barones  Mi7tores,  and  fubftitutcd  Ti- 
tular Barons  in  their  Place,  who  came  to 
Parliament  by  virtue  of  his  fpecial  Writ 
only,without  regard  to  Tenure,  or  Heredita- 
ry Claim  i  and  thus,  by  his  Prerogative,  gave 
{b)  Preface  to  Dugdale's  Baronage,  Vol  I. 

Pre- 
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Precedency  to  a  new  Order  of  Men  above 
the  ancient  Barons  of  the  fecond  Clafs.  Some 
of  the  prefent  Barons  of  England  ftill  hold 
their  Titular  Honours  by  this  Appointment 
of  that  Prince,  and  yet  maintain  their  Rank 
above  the  Defcendants  of  the  Barones  Mi- 
nores  j  many  of  v^hom  are  ftill  exifting  in 
the  Male  Line  at  this  Day. 

King  Edward  III.  created  a  nev7  Order  of 
Nobility,  fuperior  to  all  the  ancient  Noble^ 
men  oi England y  placing  the  Duke  above 
the  Earl,  v^hich  v^as  the  higheft  Title 
known  in  England  from  the  Conqueft  to 
that  Hour. 

Richard  II.  created  a  new  Order,  bearing 
the  Title  of  Marquis,  which  he  ranked  be- 
tween the  Dukes  and  Earls,  depriving  the 
latter  a  fecond  time  of  their  Precedency. 

Henry  VI.  firft  introduced  the  Dignity  of 
Vifcount,  and  gave  it  Place  before  all  Ba- 
rons. 

{c)  The  fame  Prince  ordained  by  Charter, 
that  Henry  Beatichamp  Earl  of  Warwicky 
fhould  be  Primus  Comes  Anglice  y  and  he 
had  Place  accordingly  before  all  the  Earls 
of  England. 

{c)  Cart,  de  Annis  21,  22,  23  &  24  Hen.  VL 

{dj  The 
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[dj  The  fame  Earl  being  created  Duke  of 
Warwick,  that  Prince  ordained  alfo,  that  he 
fhould  have  Place  next  to  Mowbray  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  and  before  the  Duke  of  Bucks. 

i^e)  Humphrey  Earl^  of  Buckingham  and 
Stafford,  being  created  Duke,  the  fame  King 
Henry  then  ordained,  that  he  fhould  be  re- 
puted the  firfl  Duke  in  England,  giving  him 
Precedency  over  the  whole  Body  of  the  No- 
bility, 

ffj  Edmund  of  Hadham  was,  by  the  faid 
Prince,  created  Earl  of  Richmond,  with  Pre- 
cedency of  all  Marquifes  as  well  as  Earls. 

(gj  J  a/per  of  Hatfield,  Brother  to  the  faid 
Edmund,  was  alfo  created  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
with  the  fame  Precedency,  faving  that  his 
Brother  fhould  have  the  Place  immediately 
above  him. 

{h)  In  the  23d  of  the  fame  Reign,  John 
Duke  of  Norfolk  had  a  Patent  of  Preceden- 
cy next  under  the  Duke  of  Exeter. 

[ij  King  Edward  IV.   decreed,  that  Ro- 

(d)  Cart.  22.  Hen.  VI.  Pat.  7.  Ap. 

(e)  Cart,  ab  Annis  21.  ufq;   24  Hen.  VL 

(f)  Pat.vel  Cart.   35  Hen.  VL 

(g)  Pat.  Hen.  VI. 
{b)  Pat.  23  Hen.VI. 

(/}  Pat.  Edw.  IV.  2da  Pars,  m.  13. 

B  4  bert 
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bert  Bot belly  Prior  of  St.  John  ofjerufalem^ 
fhould  be  reputed  the  firjft  Baron  oiEnglandy 
and  have  Place  and  Precedency  above  all 
other  Barons. 

{k)  Anne  Rocheford  was,  by  Henry  VIII, 
created  Marchlonefs  of  Pembrokey  and  had 
Precedency  of  all  others  of  the  fame  Quality 
(the  King's  Children  alone  excepted). 

In  the  31ft  o^  Henry  VIII.  a  Statute  was 
pafled  to  fettle  the  Precedency  of  the  Great 
Officers  of  the  Crown.  But  this  afxe6ts  the 
Prerogative  no  further,  nor  alters  the  Prece- 
dency of  any  Order  of  Men,  otherwife  than 
as  to  that  Point.  Which  is  evident  both 
from  the  Letter  of  that  Statute,  and  from 
the  conftant  Ufage  ever  fince ;  which  is  the 
beft  Interpreter  of  the  Law. 

(J J  Since  that  Statute,  Sir  James  Hayy 
Knight,  was,  by  Letters  Patent  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Englandy  impowered  to  take 
Place  and  enjoy  Precedency  as  a  Baron  of 
the  4th  of  Ja?nes  L  during  his  Life,  in  all 
Aflemblies  and  Meetings  wherefoever  he 
fhould  appear ;  yet  was  he  no  Peer  of  Eng- 
land or  Scot  land y  by  plain  Exception  in  his 
Patent. 

(k)  Pat.  24  Hen. VIII.  p.  i. 
(I)  Privat.  Sigill.  4  Jac  L 
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[m)  In  the  fame  Reign,  Samfon  Lennardy 
who  married  the  Sifter  and  Heir  of  Gregory ^ 
late  Lord  Dacre^  had  Licence  under  the 
Great  Seal,  to  take  Place  of  the  eldeft  Son 
of  the  Lord  Dacre  of  the  Souths  and  above 
the  eldeft  Sons  of  all  other  Barons  beneath 
the  faid  Lord  Dacre. 

(n)  Howard  Earl  of  Noftinghamy  obtained 
a  Grant  from  the  fame  Prince,  to  hold  the 
Place  of  John  Mowbray  Earl  of  Notting^ 
ham,  his  maternal  Anceftor,  to  himfelf  for 
Life  only,  and  not  to  his  Wifcj  by  which 
Grant  he  had  Precedency  of  all  the  Earls  of 
England  crc^tGd  after  the  firft  oi  Richard  11, 

{0)  The  like  Inftances  are  frequent  in 
late  times,  and  many  may  be  produced  in 
every  Reign. 

Thefe  Inftances  are  humbly  offered  to 
your  Majefty,  to  fhew  forth  the  undoubted 
Prerogative  of  your  Majefty  to  difpofe  and 
fettle  all  Matters  of  Precedency,  and  to 
manifeft  that  this  Pre-eminence  is  not  de- 
pendent on  the  Nature  of  any  Order  of  No- 

{m)  Pat.  Jac.  I. 

[n)  Great  Folio  Vellum  cover'd  Book  of  Precedents, 
by  Sir  Richard  St.  George. 

(0)  Penes  Comitem  de  Egmont. 

bility  i 
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bility  ;  but  that  it  is  merely  temporary,  and 
at  the  Difpofal  of  the  Crown. 

"  Your  Majefty's  Subjeds,  the  Peers  of 
*^  Irela72dy  do  therefore  preferit  this  Claim  of 
^*  Place  and  Precedency,  with  all  Humility 
*'  and  SubmifEon  to  your  Majefty's  unlimited 
'*  Authority  in  this  Matter,  begging  Leave 
^'  only  to  lay  before  your  Majefty,  that  they 
*^  have  equal  Pretenlions   to   the  Pre-eiiii- 
^*  nence  contended  for  with   the  Peers  of 
*^  Englandy  who   enjoy  it  with   themfelves, 
*^  upon   no  other  Ground  than  the  Grace 
^^  and  Favour  of  your  Majefty,  and  your 
*^  Royal    Predeceffors.      And    they    truft, 
"  that  they  have  not,   in  any  fort,  deferved 
*^  a  Difcontinuance  of  the  fame  Privileges 
'^  which  have  been  allowed  them,  and  in 
*^  which  they  have  been  confhantly  and  Ilea- 
*^  dily  maintained  by  all  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
"  land,  from  the  earlieil  Notices  of  Record, 

**  In  farther  Juftification  of  thefe  their 
*^  Pretenfions,  they  humbly  fubmit  alfo  the 
^*  following  Precedents  to  your  Majefty's 
^*  moft  gracious  Confideration/' 

In  the  famous  Charter  of  the  Liberties  of 
England,  called  the  Magna  Charta,  granted 
by  King   "John,  not  many  Years  after  the 

Acqui- 
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Acquifition  of  Ireland  by  the  Kings  o^  Eng- 
land y  Henry  Archbifhop   of  Dublin  figned 
immediately  after  the  Archbifhop  of  Can-- 
terbury,   and  before  all  the  other  Peers  of 
England. 

[p)  In  that  famous  Indenture  of  AiTocia- 
tiou  between  5  Earls  and  1 5  Barons,  figned 
zt  London,  the  1 3th  of  £)^c^;^/^(fr,  the  3d  of 
Edward  II.  Richard  de  Burgo,  the  Irijlj  Earl 
of  Uljiery  figned  in  his  Place,  next  after  G//- 
bert  de  Clare  Earl  of  Gloucejier,  and  before 
all  the  Englijh  Barons. 

[q)  In  the  Mufter  of  Soldiers,  in  the 
Voyage  of  Normandy y  before  the  Town  of 
Calais y  in  the  21ft  oi  Edward  III.  the  Irijh 
Earl  Q^Kildare  was  ranked  immediately  after 
Hajiings  Earl  of  Pembrokey  and  before  the 
Biihop  of  Durhamy  and  the  EngliJIo  Barons, 
Staffordy  Talboty  Sec. 

(r)  In  the  Reign  of  Richard  II.  Fere  Earl 
of  Oxfordy  being  created  Marquis  of  Dublin, 
had  Place  of  all  the  Earls  of  England. 
^    [s)  Henry  VL   upon  Whitfundayy  in  the 

(/>)  Penes  Comitem  de  Egmont. 
{q)  Lord  Staj^orcPs  Plea  for  Precedency  before  the 
Lord  Talbot. 

(r)  Pat.  gRic.  IL  &  21  Ric.  IL 

(;)  Rymer's  Feeder.  Vol.  lo,  fo],  356, 

4th 
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4th  Year  of  his  Reign,  was  dubbed  a  Knight 
by  the  Regent  his  Uncle,  'John  Duke  oi Bed- 
ford. Upon  which  Occalion,  Writs  being 
ilTued  to  thofe  who  were  to  attend  the  King, 
in  order  to  be  Knighted  with  him,  among 
thefewerey/^;;^^^*.  Son  to  the  Earl  o{  Ormondy 
who  had  Place  before  the  Lord  Grey  of 
Codenore. 

{t)  In  the  25th  of  Edward  YV .  1475,  the 
Scotch  Earl  of  Dowglas  figned  before  the 
Lords  Scroopy  Stanly y  and  HajlingSy  to  the 
Conditions  of  a  Treaty  then  made  with  the 
King  of  France y  concerning  the  Retreat  of 
the  E72glijlj  Kvnxy  out  of  that  Kingdom. 

{u)  Among  thofe  Knighted  at  the  Corona- 
tion oi Edward  Y .  the  Irijh  Earl  of  Ormond 
had  Precedency  before  the  Lords  Suttony  Greyy 
of  Rutheny  and  other  £i?^^///7:?  Lords. 

{x)  In  1484,  in  the  Ratification  of  the 
Treaty  betweeh  King  Richard  III.  and  the 
Crown  oiPortugaly  the  AS'^r^i'^:/^  Earl  oi  Douglas 
figned  next  to  the  Englifh  Earl  of  Salopy  and 
before  the  Lords  Audley  and  Stanley. 

(/)  iJj/w^r's  Feeder.  Vol,  lo.  fol.  356. 
{u)  Hiftory  of  the  Order  of  the  Bathy  by  John  Arjlis^ 
Garter  King  at  Arms. 
(a)  Rymer's  Feeder. 

In 
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(^)  In  the  9th  of  Henry'NM.  1497,  "^^o- 
mas ^2s\  oi  Ortnondj  being  fummoned  only 
as  an  Englijh  Baron,  did  neverthelefs  take 
Place  of  all  the  Englifi  Barons  of  older 
Creation.  And  of  the  fame  Nature  there 
are  many  other  Inftances. 

In  1502,  in  the  14th  of  Henry  VII.  on 
St.  PauV^  Day,  in  January ^  at  the  King's 
Manor-houfe  of  Richmondy  at  the  Marriage 
of  James  King  of  ScotSy  by  Proxy,  to  Mar- 
garet eldeft  Daughter  of  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King ; 

The  King  fent  for  the  Subftance  of  the 
Lords  both  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  that 
were  near  London^  to  be  prefent. 

The  Irijh  Earl  of  Ormond  had  place  next 
after  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^  the  Marquis 
of  Dorfety  the  Earls  of  Anmdely  Northum- 
berland, Derby  High  Conftable  of  England, 
Surrey  }r{i^  Treaforer  oi Ejigland,  ^indEJfex, 
before  the  Englijlj  Lord  Maltravers,  Strange, 
Howard,  Daivbeney  the  King's  Chamberlain, 
Broke  Steward  of  the  Houfhold,  Bergaven?iy, 
Montjoy,  Dacres  of  the  North,  &c. 

{y)  Rolls  of  Parliament. 

Note 
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Notey  This  is  in  a  Book  in  the  Herald's 
Office  wrote  by  Somerfet  Herald,  who 
attended  by  Order  of  the  King ;  it  is 
likewife  in  a  Book  marked  W.  K.  foL 
144.  in  that  Office. 
In  the  other  Marriage  Ceremonies ^  that  are 
recorded,  the  Names  of  the  Lords  are  not  en- 
tered in  any  Order  of  Proceffion. 

[z)  At  an  Interview  between  King  Henry 
VIII.  and  the  French  King,  the  Irip  Earl 
of  Kildare  took  Place  of  all  the  Englijh  Peers 
of  inferior  Quality*  ► 

[a]  At  the  Chriftening  of  King  Edward 
VLthe  Lord  Butler  w2iS  prefentin  his  Place 
at  that  Ceremony. 

(^)  Among  the  Knights  of  the  5^72^;^,  made 
at  the  Coronation  of  King  Edward  VI.  Fe-- 
bruary  the  20th,  1546,  the  Irijh  Earl  of 
Ormondw2iS  placed  next  after  the  Earl  of 
Oxfordy  and  before  the  Lords  Maltravers, 
Talboty  Strangey  Herberty  Lyjley  Cromwelly 
HaJiingSy  &c. 

{c)  In  a  Letter  from  the  Council,  notify- 

(z)  Fidde^h  Hiftory  of  Cardinal  Wolfey. 

(a)  MSS.  Colleft.  penes  'Johayi.  Anjiis, 

{b)  Hiftory  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bathy  ut  fupra. 

\c)  Ryiner's  Fcedera. 

ing 


Peers  of  Ireland.  15 

ing  the  Death  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  the 
Lord  Ewrey  and  the  reft  of  the  Commif- 
iioners  for  negociating  the  Treaty  of  Br  erne  j 
the  L  iJJd  Earls  of  Ktldare  and  Clanrkkard 
figned  immediately  after  the  Earl  of  Lincoln^ 
and  before  the  Lords  Howard^  London^  Dela^ 
ivarcy  &c. 

{d)  At  the  Funeral  of  Queen  Elizabeth^ 
the  Marchionefs  of  Northampton  was  Chief 
Mourner,  fupported  by  the  Lord  Treafurer 
and  the  Earl  of  Nottingham ;  her  Train  was 
borne  by  the  Countefs  of  Oxford  and  the 
Countefs  oi  Northumberland y  aflifted  by  the 
Vice-Chamberlain.  There  were  lixteen 
CountefTes  affiftant  to  the  Chief  Mourner, 
among  whom  were  the  two  Irijh  CounteiTes 
of  Ktldare  and  Cla?trickard. 

{e)  At  the  famous  Jufting  held  at  White- 
bally  by  Henry  Prince  of  JVales,  in  1609^ 
the  Lord  Gordon,  Son  to  the  Scotch  Marquis 
of  Huntley y  v/as  m^rfhalled,  according  to  his 
Degree  of  Quality,  immediately  after  the 
Earl  of  EJfeXy  and   before   the  Englijlj  Ba- 

{d)  ManufcriptColJeClion  oijohn  Anjlls^  Garter  King 
at  Arms. 

{e)  Manufcript,  5/r  Richard  St,  George^s  brown  coverM 
Book,  fol,  53 — ^29.  penes  Comit.  deEgmont. 

rons* 
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rons,  Waldoriy  Monteagle^  Chandois  and 
Compton. 

{f)  Among   the  Knights  of  the  Bath^ 

elefted  on  the  2d  of  Jiiney  16 10,  George 
Lord  Gordon^  Son  and  Heir  to  the  Scotch 
Marquis  of  Huntley y  was  placed  before  the 
Lords  Clifford  and  Fitzwaltery  Sons  and 
Heirs  of  the  Englijh  Earls  of  Cumberland  and 
Suffex.  The  Lords  Hay  and  Ereskiney  Sons 
and  Heirs  to  the  Scotch  Earls  of  Athol  and 
Mary  were  placed  before  the  Lords  Windjor 
and  Wentworth.  Sir  Francis  Sfewardy  fe- 
cond  Son  to  the  Scotch  Earl  of  Murrayy  and 
Sir  William  Steuoardy  el  deft  Son  to  the  Scotch 
Lord  Blantyre,  before  the  eldeft  Sons  of  the 
Englijh  Barons  Dudley  and  Hunfdony  Ger- 
rard  and  Stanhope:  Sir  Edward  Bruce y  eldeft 
Son  to  the  Scotch  Lord  Kinlofsy  before  Sir 
William  Sidney y  fecond  Son  to  the  Englijh 
Vifcount  Lijle ;  and  Mervin  Touchetty  fe- 
cond Son  to  the  Irijh  Earl  of  Cajllehaveriy 
before  Sir  Peregrine  BertUy  fecond  Brother 
to  the  Earl  oihindfay. 

At  the  Marriage  of  the  PalfgravCy  upon 
Shrove-Tuefday  1612,  which  is  mention'd 
in  Sandford's  and    Stow's  Annals,  it  is  ob- 

(/)  Hiftory  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath. 

ferved 
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ferved.  That  the  Lady  Elizabeth  was  led 
back  from  Church  by  married  Lords,  vix. 
the  Scotch  Duke  of  Lenox ,  not  then  an  Eng-^ 
liJJj  Lord,  and  the  Earl  of  Nottingha?7i  Lord 
Admiral. 

[g)  At  the  Funeral  of  Queen  Anne  of 
Denmark^  Wife  to  King  James  L  the  Scotch 
Marquis  of  Hamilton  had  Place  immediately 
after  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  be- 
fore the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  the  Irijh  Earls 
of  Clanrickard  and  Cajilehaven,  had  Prece- 
dence in  the  Proceffion  next  after  the  Earl  of 
Devon/loirey  and  before  the  Vifcounts,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Englijlj  Nobility,    . 

[h)  The  Scotch  Countefs  of  Hu7ne,  and 
the  Iri^o  Countefs  of  Kildare,  had  likewife 
Place  after  the  Countefs  of  Devonjlnre,  be- 
fore the  Lady  Dawbenny,  and  all  the  Englijh 
NobiHty  of  inferior  Rank. 

(/)  The  Lady  Ophalia,  Wife  to  the  eldeft 
Son  of  the  Earl  of  Kildare,  had  likewife 
Place  according  to  her  Quality  in  that  Pro- 
ceffion. 

And  the  Servants  of  the  Countefs  of  Kil-- 

(g)  Heralds  Office,  Funerals  of  Kings  and  Princes,  J.  4. 

ih)lhid. 

(/•)Ibid 

C  ^are 
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dare  did  alfo  walk  in  the  Proceffion  among 
the  Servants  of  the  Englip  Peers. 

[k)  At  the  Creation  of  Charles  Prince  of 
Wales y  afterwards  King  Charles  I.  the  4th 
of  November y  the  1 4th  of  "James  I.  at  Weji-* 
mtnjier ; 

There  was  a  Conteft  raifed  concerning  the 
marfhalling  the  WitneiTes  or  Teftes  to  the 
Patent  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Sir  George 
Copping,  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  refuling  to 
let  them  down  without  the  Approbation  of 
the  Marfhals. 

The  queftion  was  fubdivided  into  three  : 

I.  Whether  the  Earl  oi  Arundel,  being 
Marfhal  for  the  Day,  fhould  iign  as  Marflial 
or  as  an  Earl  according  to  his  Antiquity. 

II.  Whether  .  the  Scotch  Duke  of  Lenox ^ 
being  Earl  oi  Richmond  in  Eftgland,  ihould 
iign,  with  Precedency,  as  Duke  of  Lenox y 
a  Foreign  Title,  or  as  Earl  oiKichmond: 

III.  Whether  the  Sons  of  Earls,  who  were 

Barons  by  Writ  or  Patent,  fhould  hold  their 

Places  as  Vifcounts,  according  to  their  Births 

or   as  Barons,  according  to  their  Places  in 

Parliament. 

« 

{k)  Sir  Richard  St.  George\  Colleftlon  of  Patents  and 
Crsauons,  penes  Com,  de  Egmont,  fol.  37.  dorfo,  &  74. 
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As  to  the  firil  Queftion,  it  was  declared, 
that  the  Earl  of  Arundel  fhould  have  Place 
as  MarfhaL 

As  to  the  fecond  and  third  Queftion,  it 
was  declared ; 

I.  That  the  faid  Duke  of  Lenox  fhould 
fign  with  Precedency  as  a  Duke,  though  by 
a  Foreign  Title,  and  an  Honour  merely  ti- 
tular in  Kngland. 

II.  That  the  eldeft  Sons  of  Earls,  though 
Barons  of  Parliament,  fhould  have  Prece- 
dence by  the  titular  Honour  of  Vifcounts, 
and  not  as  Barons.  Forafmuch  as  fuch  Peers, 
though  they  fit  and  have  Precedence  in  Par- 
liament according  to  their  Baronies ;  yet  at 
large,  and  at  all  other  Meetings,  they  ought 
jto  have  Place  according  to  the  Dignity  of 
their  Birth  and  Title. 

And  accordingly  the  faid  Scotch  Duke  of 
Lenox  took  Place  of  all  the  Englifi  Earls, 
and  the  Scotch  Vifcount  Fenton  of  all  the 
Englijh  Bifhops  and  Barons  with  like  Prece- 
dency to  all  the  reft,  according  to  this  De- 
termination. 

(/)  On  Friday  the  24th  of  March  1620, 

(/)  Herald's  Office,  m.  3.  p.  1619.  Funerals  of  KInga 
and  Princes. 

C  2  there 
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there  was  a  grand  Tournament ;  the  ?ro- 
ceflion  began  from  Denmark  Houfe  in  thb 
Strand:  Prince  Charles y  who  was  one  of  the 
Juftors,  went  firft,  followed  according  to 
their  feveral  Precedencies  by  the  reft  of  the 
Combatants ;  viz.  next  to  the  Prince,  the 
Marquis  of  Buckingham^  Earl  of  Lincoln  and 
Dorfet ;  and  then  the  Irijh  Earl  of  Defmond 
before  the  Englijh  Lords  Waldeny  ComptoTZy 
Scroope  and  Gerard. 

{m)  In  an  A6t  of  Council,  made  on  occa- 
lion  of  a  Petition  of  Ralph  Brooke,  the  He- 
rald, at  Whitehall,  the  7th  oi 'December  1622, 
the  IriJh  Vifcount  Grandifon  lign'd  imme- 
diately after  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and  be- 
fore the  Englip  Baron  Brooke,  the  Treafurer 
and  Comptroller  of  the  Houfhold,  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-* 
chequer,  and  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls. 

{n)  In  a  Commiffion  appointed  concerning 
the  Affiftance  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  the 
Security  of  Ireland,  the  IriJh  Vifcount  Gran- 
difon is  ranked  before  the  Lords  Carew  and 
Brooke. 


{m)  St.  George's  Book,  brown  cover,  fgh  98,  penes 
Cornit.  Egmont. 

(w)  PublickAds,  1 524, 

la 
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(o)  In  a  Commiflion  concerning  the  Je- 
fuits,  the  Iri/Jj  Vifcount  Grandifon  lign'd 
before  the  Bifhop  of  Winchejier,  the  Lords. 
Carewj  Brooke,  &c. 

{p)  In  another  Ecclefiaftical  Commiflion,. 
in  1625,  the  ScoUh  Vifcount  Falkland,  and 
the  IriJJj  Vifcount  Grandijoriy  were  ranked 
before  all  the  Biihops,  and  above  the  Lords 
Zouche,  CareWy  Brooke,  &c. 

{q)  In  the  Powers  given  by  King  James  I. 
tp  certain  Lords  to  fign  the  Treaty  of  Mar- 
riage for  his  Son  Prince  Charles  with  the  In- 
fanta of  Spain,  the  Lords  are  fet  down  ac- 
cording to  their  refpedliye  Precedencies,  and 
the  Irijh  Vifcount  Grandifon  is  there  placed 
above  all  the  Englijlp  Barons. 

(r)  At  the  Funeral  of  King  James  L  the 
Vifcounts  Grandifon  and  Valentia  carried  the 
Banners  oi Ireland-,  and  the  Scotch  z^^  Irifj 
Peers  preceded,  according  to  their  Degrees, 
next  before  the  refpedlive  Degrees  of  the 
Englijh. 

{s)  Among  the  Knights  of  the  Bath,  made 

{0)  Publick  Acfts,  1624. 

(p)  Ibid.  1625. 

{q)  Ibid,  and  Wilfon's  Lift,  of  King  James^ 

(r)  In  the  Herald's  Office. 

(j)  Hiftory  of  the  Knights  of  the  Bath,  ut  fupra. 

C  3  at 
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at  the  Coronation  of  King  Charles  L  1625, 
George  Fielding^  Vifcount  Callan  in  Irelandy 
fecond  .^on  to  the  Earl  oi  Denbigh^  had  Pre- 
cedency in  the  Creation  of  the  Lord  Ba^zil 
Yielding  his  elder  Brother,  Son  and  Heir  to 
the  faid  Earl,  and  alfo  of  the  eldeft  Sons  of 
the  Englijh  Earls  of  Derby ^  Salisbury y  Mont-- 
gomery,  Warwicky  CarUfiey  Bolingbroke  and 
Wejimorland. 

[t)  At  another  Tournament  upon  the  3d 
of  March  1629,  which,  according  to  the 
Words  of  the  Book,  was  had  in  the  moll 
Princely  Manner  that  had  been  feen  for  many 
Years  before,  the  Irijh  Earl  of  Defmond  was 
one  of  the  Tilters.  There  were  two  Mar- 
quifes,  feven  Earls,  and  two  Barons;  the  faid 
Earl  of  Defmond  followed  immediately  after 
the  Earl  of  Warwicky  and  before  the  Lords 
V/alden  and  Gerard. 

[it)  At  the  Chriftening  of  Prince  Charlesy 
afterwards  King  Charles  IL  on  the  26th  of 
June  1630,  the  Vifcount  Falkland  had  Place 
immediately  after  the  Vifcounts  Wentworth 
and  Dorchejicr,  and  before  the  Englifli  Ba- 
rons.    And  fome  Copies  have  it,  that  the 

(/)  Herald's  Office,  m.  3.  foL  26. 
{u)  MSS.  ColleiSl:.  penes  Johan.  Anjiis* 

Jri(h 
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Lifl:>  Earl  of  Hhomond  was  likewife  prefent 
in  his  Place  at  that  Ceremony. 

{x)  At  the  Marriage  of  the  Princefs  of 
Orange  //^May  1 641,  it  is  remembered,  that 
the  King,  with  the  Earl  of  Arundel  Lord 
Steward  bearing  the  Sword,  the  Earl  of 
Lindfey  Lord  High  Chamberlain,  the  Earl 
of  Hollandy  the  Scotch  Duke  of  LenoXy  and 
Scotch  Marquifes  of  Hamilton  and  Huntley^ 
having  Place- of  the  Lord  Goring^  and  Mr. 
Secretary,  came  upon  the  Stage;  and  in  ge- 
neral, that  the  Seats  ex  parte  Cantoris  w^vc  re- 
ferved  for  the  reft  of  the  Nobility. 

[y)  At  the  Funeral  of  King  Charles  II.  the 
14th  oi  February  1684,  the  Nobility  of  the 
three  Kingdoms  walked  in  Proceffion,  ac- 
cording to  the  Precedency  before  obferved. 

{%)  At  the  pubUck  Entry  of  K.  William  III. 
thro'  London  to  the  Palace  of  Whitehall,  on 
'Tuefday  the  i6th  of  November  1697,  the 
Nobility  of  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland, 
were  marflialled  according  to  their  refpedlive 
Precedencies. 

In  the  fame  Reign  they  frequently  aiTerted 

(a*)  MSS.  ColIcd^.  penes  Johan.  Anjlis. 
\y)  Herald's  Office,  m.  3.  fol.  26, 
(2;}  Ibid.  Tiltings.  m.  3. 

C  4.  and 
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and  maintained  their  Rights  in  Proceflions 
made  to  St.  PWs,  on  account  of  the  Suc- 
CelTes  of  the  Englijh  Arms. 

{a)  At  the  Funeral  of  King  WilUam,  the 
Jrijh  Peers  walked  as  fuch,  and  took  Place 
of  all  Englijh  Peers  of  inferior  Quality ; 
among  others  the  Lord  Vifcount  Wind/or^ 
not  then  a  Peer  of  England^  had  Place  of 
all  the  Englijh  Barons* 

[b)  At  the  Funeral  of  the  late  Queen  ^;^;?^ 
the  trijh  Peers  walked  as  fuch;  and  the  IriJJ:^ 
Earls  took  Place  of  the  EngUJlo  Vifcounts, 
Barons,  ^c.  in  that  Proceffion,  The  Earl 
oi  Arran  being  alfo  an  Englijh  Baron,  had 
Place  as  an  Earl,  as  had  alfo  the  Earl  of 
Bellamonty  and  his  Lady  had  Mourning  fent 
to  her  to  walk  as  a  Countefs. 

During  the  Reign  of  that  Queen  there 
were  repeated  Exercifes  of  this  Privilege  in 
numerous  Proceffions  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  thofe  before  obferved  on  account  of 
the  feveral  Thankfgivings  for  our  Viv5lories 
abroad. 

In  the  laft  grand  Inftance  of  publick  Ce- 
remonies, viz.  that  folemn  Proceffion  frorn 

{a)  Herald's  Office. 
\h)  Ibid. 
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Greenwich  to  London^  upon  the  firft  Arrival 
of  his  late  Majefty,  of  glorious  Memory, 
King  George  the  Firft,  the  Peers  of  Ire- 
land^ \c)  were  marfhalled  according  to  their 
refpedlive  Degrees  of  Quality^  with  Prece- 
dency over  all  the  Englijh  Peers  of  inferior 
Karik. 

ij-  As*to  Precedents  of  this  Kind,  they 
:«tTe  almoft  innumerable;  the  Charter  Rolls 
in  the  7ower,  from  the  earlieft  Times;  the 
Books  of  the  Council;  the  Originals  of 
publick  Inftruments  of  all  Sorts,  contain- 
ing Proofs  fufficient  to  fill  whole  Volumes, 
if  it  were  necelTary  to  colled:  them. 

And  likewife  on  all  other  folemn  and  pub- 
lick  Occafions,  of  which  many  Traces  of 
Remembrance  do  yet  continue,  they  have 
ever  been  allowed  the  Precedency  contended 
for,  (excepting  thofe  of  Coronations  alone, 
of  which  at  prefent  they  are  not  prepared 
to  produce  any  Precedents)  tho'  from  Pa- 
rity of  Reafon,  they   moft  humbly   think 

(0  Earl  Marfhal's  printed  Order,    and   the  Books  of 
the  Office  of  Arms. 

thcni- 
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themfelves  intitled  to  the  like  Precedence 
in  thefe  Proceffions  alfo.* 

To  this  maybe  added^  that  in  all  Ads  of 
the  Legiflature,  the  Peers  of  Ireland  have 
been,  and  are  named  with  the  Precedency 
here  mentioned.  And  in  all  Ads  of  Par^ 
liament,  the  Englifo  Lords  are  ever  ranked 
beneath  the  Irijh  of  fuperior  Quality;  and 
where  an  Englijh  Lord  has  a  fuperior  Title 
in  Ireland^  he  is  always  known,  ftyled,  and 
ranked  by  the  Title  of  his  Irijh  Honoui^l   - 

{d)  That  theHoufe  of  Commons  oiGreaf 
Britain^  notwithftanding  the  Service  of  the 
IrifJ^  Peers  in  that  Houfe,  do  receive  them, 
when  any  Affair  requires  their  Prefence, 
(and  they  are  not  Members  of  that  AiTemb- 

*  The  only  rational  Way  of  Accounting  for  a  Defeil 
of  Precedents  in  Favour  of  the  Irijh  Peerage,  refpeiling 
Coronations,  is  this  ;  iftj^That  there  can  be  no  antient 
Precedents  as  to  that  Point,  becaufe  'till  the  Reign  of 
King  HenryYlW.  the  Kings  oi  England  only  bore  the 
Title  of  Lords  of  Ireland^which  was  ere'£led  into  a  King- 
dom by  an  Jrijh  AS:  of  Parliament  in  that  Reign.  2dly, 
That  in  the  fame  Reign  alfo,  by  the  fame  Authority,  who- 
ever {hall  be  King  of  England^  is  declared  to  be,  ipfo/a^Oy 
King  of  Ireland^without  any  further  Ceremony^ 

(;»)  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Jac.  L 
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ly)  with  the  fame  Refpedt  that  they  fhew 
to  an  Englijh  Peer,  on  the  like  Occafion, 
permitting  them  Chairs  to  feat  themfelves 
upon  within  the  Bar,  and  in  the  Body  of  the 
Houfe ',  as  may  be  feen  in  their  Journals 
upon  feveral  Occaiions,  particularly  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Corke,  in  the  Reign  of 
King  'James  I. 

That  in  all  publick  Entries  of  AmbalTa- 
dors,  the  Irijh  Peers  have  preceded  accord- 
ing to  their  Degree  of  Quality,  taking  Place 
of  the  inferior  Order  of  the  Englijh. 

That  Irijld  Peers  have  ever  carried  the 
Sword  of  State  to  and  from  Chapel,  which 
is  never  permitted  to  an  Englijh  Duke's 
eldeftSon. 

That  they  do,  and  have  always,  walked 
before  the  King  to  and  from  Chapel,  and 
have  equal  Right  with  the  Englijh  Peers  to 
go  there  into  the  King's  Clofet. 

That  the  Queen  never  viiits  any  but 
PeerelTes,  and  of  thefe  none  under  the  De- 
gree of  a  Countefsi  yet  that  the  Irijh 
CountelTes  have  ever  been  vifited  by  the 
Queens  of  England. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  there  ever  was 
any  Difpute  upon  the  Head  of  Precedency 

be- 
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between  the  Irijh  and  Englifl).  Peefs  fof  abpve 
400  Years,  during  which  Time  the  former 
had  an  uncontroverted  and  uninterrupted 
Right  to  the  Privilege  here  contended  for  ; 
till  aboat  the  latter  End  of  the  Reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth ^  when  a  Difpute  arifing 
in  Ireland  concerning  Place,  between  the 
Lord  Audleyy  fecond  Baron  of  England,  znd 
the  Barons  of  Ireland,  none  of  them  would 
yield  it  to  him.  Upon  which  the  Lord 
Audley  made  Application  to  the  Queen,  whp 
told  him,  ^^  ^hat  it  was  in  her  Power  to 
*^  give  him  Precedency,  but  that  it  was  not 
^^  in  her  Power  to  deprive  others  of  itJ* 
And  foon  after  created  him  Earl  oi  Cajile^ 
haven  in  Ireland. 

{e)  The  next  Difference  that  happened 
upon  this  Subjed:  was  in  162 1,  when  the 
Prerogative  having  been  exercifed  in  creat- 
ing Peers,  both  Englijh,  Scotch  and  IriJJj,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  have  caufed  very  great 
Complaints,  both  with  refpecft  to  the  Num- 
bers made,  and  the  Perfons  fo  created ;  and  • 
the  Englijh  Barons  imagining,  in  particular, 
that  they  fuffered  great  Diminution  of  Ho- 
nour and  Refped:  from  the  many  of  Englijh^. 

{e)  Camdefl's  Annals* 

men 
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men  who  had  procured  Titles  in  Ireland  and 
Scotlandy  took  the  Matter  under  Confidera- 
tion,  and  prefented  a  Petition  to  King 
James  I.  figned  by  33  Barons,  which  was 
delivered  by  the  Lord  Defpencer. 

{fj  In  this  Petition  they  only  objedled  to 
the  Scotch  and  Irifh  Vifcounts,  and  took  care 
to  diftinguifh  between  the  Peers  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  who  had  Eftates  in  either  King- 
dom, and  levelled  their  Complaint  only 
againft  thofe  who  had  no  Fortunes  where 
they  enjoy'd  their  Titles, 

fg)  Mr,  Camden  relates.  That  the  King 
gave  no  immediate  Anfwer  to  this  Petition, 
refenting  it  in  the  higheft  Degree ;  and  be- 
ing in  particular  extremely  angry  with  the 
Lord  Defpencer  J  for  prefuming  to  offer  any 
Thing  of  that  Nature  to  him.  But,  after 
three  Days,  the  Barons  were  ordered  to  wait 
upon  the  King ;  a  few  of  them  only  were 
admitted,  who  kifs'd  his  Hand,  and  were 
feverely  reprimanded ;  and  the  King  faid, 
**  I'hat  he  was,  and  that  he  would  fo  approve 
^*  htmfelfj  the  common  Father  of  all  his 
''  People:' 

(/)  Camden's  Annals. 
(S)  Ibid. 

^h)  Upon 
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(Jo)  Upon  this  Occafion  the  Heralds  were 
.  confulted,  and  Sir  Richard  St.  George^  Cla-- 
rencieuXy  delivered  his  Argument  in  Favour 
of  the  Irijh  and  Scotijh  Peers,  in  the  follow- 
ing Words  : 

f^^^he  ^ejlion  between  the  Vifcounts  of  Zcot- 
land   and  Ireland,     and  the  Baro?2s   of 
England,  for  Place  and  Precedency  at 
.    y\their  AJfemblies    and  Meetings    here   in 
England. 
^  The.  fundamental  and  auncient  De- 
grees of  Honors  are  thefe,  and  are  thus 
•^^  ranked;    firft  Dukes,   then  Marquiffes, 
/^.ihen  Earles,    then  Vifcounts,   then  Ba- 
/^  ;rpns.      As    none   but   abfolute   Princes 
'*^  h^ve  Power  to  give  thefe  Honors ;   even 
^^  fo  by  their  Regall  Power  they  are  to  be 
/^  diftinguilhed,  and  by  no  other  meanes. 
z\::ff  •%  Thefe  being  thus  fettled,  cannot  be 
altered,  or  fit  for  Subje<5ts  or  Parliaments 
to  quellion  (efpecially  proceeding  from 
one  and  the  fame  Sovereign). 

OBJ  E  C  T  I  O  N. 

^f  ^  "Jhefe  being  in  fever  all  Kingdoms^  may 

(/;)  Original   Book  of  Ceremonies,    by  Sir  Richard 
8t.  George,  pencb  Comlt  de  Egmont. 

<^  alter 
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**  alter  the  Cafe^  and  make  a  material  Diffe- 
*^  rence ;  for  there  are  diners  Priuiledges  and 
^^  Immunities  due  to  the  Barons  of  this  Realm, 
fettled  and  ejiablijhed  by  A5ts  of  Farlia^ 
mentj  wherein  the  Vifcounts  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland  doe  not  participate^  nor  can 
challenge  any  Intereji  ^y  as  their  Perfones 
are  freed  from  Arrejisy  their  Triall  by 
their  Peers,  upon  which  their  Protejiation 
of  their  Honor  is  injiead  of  an  Oath.  'They 
haue  their  ASiion  of  Scandalum  Magnatum 
againfi  thofe  that  jhall  ufe  any  deprauing 
Speeches  in  Derogation  of  their  Honor. 
The  Lawes  of  the  Land  therefore  having 
*^  fo  much  refpeSi  and  tender  Conf  deration 
**  unto  the  Englifh  Nobiliticy  and  none  at  all 
*^  to  the  other,  who  are  left  as  common  Per-* 
^^  fones  to  the  Lawe  ;  the  Condition  and^ta-' 
*^  litie  of  their  Degree  here  in  England  can-* 
**  not  fail  but  receaue  a  Diminution. 

ANSWER. 
*^  ^  If  Place  and  Precedency  fliould  be 
*'  taken  from  them,  becaufe  they  are  no 
^^  Peers  of  the  Realm,  by  the  fame  Reafon, 
*^  Dukes,  MarquifTes  and  Earls  of  Scotland 
^^  and  Ireland  fhall  take  no  Place  here  in 
*^  England,   before  the  Barons  of  England, 

^^  which 
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**  which  weare  very  prepofteroufe,  and  bj 
*^  Experience  is  found  contrary. 
(/)  Being  no  Peers,        (/\    Sonnes  and   Heires 

they  ihould  take  Place  /         i  .  rr 

under  Barons  :     the     ^*  of  DukeS,MarquiffeS  and 

fhA°J'fo""m'   "  Earls  of  England  are  no 
tifhe  and  irifhe,  ^^  Peers  of  the  Realm,  and 

are  deprived  of  thofe  Priviledges  and  Imu- 
nities  that  Barons  have  5  and  yet  there 
is  no  Diminution  of  their  Precedency,  and 
Titles  of  Honor :  For  they  have  Place 
above  all  Barons,  notw^ithftanding  they 
are  no  Peers  of  the  Kingdom. 

{k)  The  Difference  '^  ^  (k)  What  PrivilcdgCS 

between    the   King,  it  r     ^        t         i 

and  the  Confent  of  "  the  Lawcs  oi  the  JLand 
both  the  Houfes  of   ,c  j^^y  confer  upon  Barons 

rarnament  for  con-  -^  ^  , 

ferring    of    Honor.     *^  of   this    Kingdom   IS   nOt 

the  Parliament  can  do    ^<  their  Happinefs  maligned 

nothing  without  his  -  i         -n  i      . 

royal  Confent.  *'  ovi  the  Other  Parte;  but 

*^  have  they  any  Lawres  that  do  give  Place 
^«  to  the  Barons  of  England  before  the  Vif- 
<«  counts  of  Scotland  or  Ireland?  Or  is 
*'  there  precedent  Vfe  or  Cuftome  to  con- 
<V  firm  and  ratify  it  ?  I  am  fure  the  Civill 
*^  Lawe  holdeth  this  Maxime,  That  in 
*«  Paritie  of  Degrees,  Priority  is  the  Rule 
**  to  diftinguifh  them  ;    but  it  was  never 

^*  before 
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^'  before  this  Time  heard  of,  that  inferiour 
Titles,  or  Degrees  of  Honor,  fhould 
have  Place  above  fuperior,  upon  fo  weake 
an  Inference  :  And  it  is  ftrange,  that  a 
Myftery  of  this  Nature  fhould  come  v^i th- 
in the  Compafs  of  Difpute  or  Queftion 
(efpecially  being  a  tranfcendent  Power 
inherent  only  in  the  King,  and  his  Regall 
Prerogative). 

^  Is  not  Honor  proceeding  alone  from 
the  King,  and  inherent  in  the  Blood  of 
*V  him  to  w^hom  he  fhall  conferr  it  ?  Shall 
**  the  iDiueriitie  of  the  Kingdome>  beings 
*'  under  one  Soverain,  v^orke  fo  flrange  an 
■^^  EfFedl  as  is  fuggefted  ?  Is  not  his  Royal 
*/  Power  as  abfolute  in  the  one  as  in  the 
other  ?  Shall  the  Aire  or  Diuerfitie  of  the 
Climate  fo  eclipfe  his  Dignitie,  as  he  muft 
yield  to  fuch  a  prepofterous  Inconveni-* 
ence>  fo  foon  as  he  treadeth  upon  that 
"Soil  ?  It  is  a  flraunge  Dod:rine  never 
heard  or  publifhed  before. 

OBJECTION/ 

"  ^  But  the  Thing  deftred  by  the  Engliih 
Barons  is  not  meant ^  that  the  Scotifh  a7id^ 
Irifh  Vifcounts  JJdolde  lofe  the  Appellation  • 

D  ''  and 
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^*  and  Tattles  of  Vtfcounts  here  in  England^ 
but  retaine  them  Jiill :  But  only  for  the 
I'ime  they  be  here^  they  may  take  their 
Places  underneath  the  Barons  ^England. 
For  by  this  means  the  Honour  of  the  aun^ 
tient  Nobilitie  and  Baronage  of  this  King-- 
^*  dom  will  be  maintain  d^which  hath  forijhed, 
"  and  bene  reputed  as  a  Brazen  Wall  for 
^y  the  Defence  of  the  Realme  and  Service  of 
**  their  Soueraigne^  as  Bra<5ton,  that  famoufe 
*•  Lawyer y  hath  well  obferved:  Sunt  et  alii 
**  Potentes  fub  Rege,  qui  dicuntur  Barones, 
**  hoc  eft,  Robur  Belli. 

A  N  S  JV  E  R. 

**  ^  Let  it  then  be  indifferently  confider- 
ed  how  this  may  be  helped,  (and  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Prerogative  preferved)  and  the  fun- 
damental Titles  of  Honor  not  brought 
^*  out  of  Frame.  The  Rank  and  Oj-der  of 
*<  fettled  Degrees  of  Honor  are  thefe ;  firft 
^*  a  Duke,  then  a  Marquifs,  then  an  Earle, 
*^  then  a  Vifcount,  then  a  Baron;  thefc 
*^  know  their  Places,  and  this  Rule  gteideth 
^^  them,  auoideth  Confufion,  and  preferveth 
''  Love  and  Friendfliip.  To  breake  thii& 
*^  Rule,    by  placing  of  Barons  aboue  Vif- 

<*  counts,^ 
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♦^  counts,  or  fuperior  Titles  under  inferior, 
^*  weare  to  fet  the  Carte  before  the  Horfe, 
*'  and  tp  beget  fucb  a  Prefident  as  to  the 
"  World  might  feeme  monftroufe  and  ridi- 
*^  culoufe.  Befides,  to  make  this  a  Worke 
of  his  Majeftie's  (for  otberwife  it  cannot 
be  done)  weare  top  great  Bokjnefs  to  re- 
**  quire  it,  pr  to  capitulate  with  him  under 
^*  Pretence  of  a  Right,  and  by  that  meanes 
^*  take  it  as  a  Grieuance,  Wherein  doth  his 
*^  Majeftie  wrong  thejn  ?  Doth  he  take  from 
^*  them,  becaufe  he  giveth  to  others  ?  Or  is 
it  not  in  his  Power;  to  give  or  hold  his 
Hand  ?  Why  then  fhould  this  be  taken 
**  as  a  Grievance  ?  But  the  right  Way  weare 
*'  for  all  thofe,  untp  whom  this  Grieuance 
appertaiueth,  to  feeke  it  of  his  Majeftie  in. 
all  Humilitie,  that  he  wold  be  pleafed  to 
hold  his  Hand;  for  that  is  the  right 
'^  Courfe,otherwife  their  Labour  will  be  loft, 
and  his  Majeftie's  Difpleafure  agrauated, 
for  dealing  in  a  Buiinefs  wholly  inherent 
in  his  Power,  and  nothing  appertaining 
**  to  them, 

''  <[[  In  Parity  this  hath  ever  bene  th? 
**  Rule  and  Cuftom  both  of  auntient  an4 
•'  moderne  Times;  that  if  any  of  the  De^ 

D  2  *'  grees 
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*^  grees  of  Honor,  either  of  Scotland  or  Ire^ 
^^  landy  ihall  meet  in  Englandy  the  Puifnie 
**  of  any  of  thefe  Degrees  of  the  Nobility 
"  of  this  Realm,  fhall  take  Place  above  the 
^'  aujitienteft  of  thofe  of  Scotland  ov  Ireland^ 
*^  and  in  like  manner,  the  EngliJJj  meeting 
'Mn  any  other  of  thofe  Kingdoms,  fhall  do 
*^  the  like;  and  the  Reafon  holds  as  well  for 
*'  the  one  as  for  the  other,  becaufe  they  are 
*^  no  Peers  of  each  others  Kingdomes ;  but 
^^  this  holdeth  only  in  Parity,  and  this  Pri- 
*^  uiledge  of  the   Ringdomes    extends  no 


"  farther, 


*^  ^  If  his  Majefty  had  taken  from  them 
^^  any  of  thofe  honorable  Titles  they  for- 
'*  merly  helde  either  by  Lawe  or  Cufiome, 
^'  or  in  any  Sorte  made  a  Dhuinution  of 
^^  them,  then  had  there  been  Colour  to  com- 
^^  plaine;  but  fo  far  hath  his  Majeftie  bene 
**  for  giving  them  the  leaft  Caufe  of  Dif- 
**  tafle,  as  in  his  royal  and  loving  Difpofi- 
*^  tion  towards  them,  he  hath  multiplyed 
^^  upon  them  Honore,  and  honorable  Tytles* 
'^  If  they  will  alleadge,  that  the  Diftribution 
*'  v/as  not  indifferent,  let  them  then  know, 
**  that  the  Kinge  is  free  in  his  Guifts,  neither 
'^  to  be  taught,  ftrained,'or  wreftedto  it;  it 
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**,  is  a  Roiall  Work  of  his(Owne,  which  he 
*^  can  do,  and  nOne  elfe  5  neither  can  it  bQ 
^^  juftly  fayd,  that  he  hath  not  dealt  equally 
V  or  iarilifferently  ;  fpr  it  is  great  Reafon  he 
^^Ji^^y?:/"  a  Freedom  in  thofe  Things  which 
^\  ar^  in  his  Royal  Power. 

/'Signed, 

Ri.  aS/.  George,  Clarencieux.'* 

Upon  which  his  Majefty  declar'd, 

I.  (/)  That  all  Englijh  Earls  fhould  (in 
England  J  take  Place  of  all  Scotch  and  trijh 
Peers  of  that  Degree,  but  that  both  the 
latter  ihould  take  Place  as  lajfl  Earls  of  Eng-- 
land,  according  to  their  Creation  ;  and  that 
the  fame  {hould  be  obferved  in  like  Man- 
ner, by  all  other  Degrees  of  Nobility,  ei- 
ther above  or  below  an  EarL 

II.  That  in  Scotland,  the  Scotch  Peers 
were  to  take  Place  firft,  according  to  their 
Degrees  of  Nobility,  then  the  Englijh,  and 
then  the  Irijlo. 

III.   And  like  wife  the   fame  in  Ireland, 
where  the  /r//Z?  were  to  take  Place  firft,   ac- 
(/)  I,  ^6.  p.  61.  In  Officio  Armorum. 

D  g  cording 
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Cdrding  tt  their  Degree  of  Nobility,  thehlhc 
Englijhi  and  theA  the  Scmk. 

(m)  The  Engli/h  Lftrda  thought  it  pru- 
fieftt  not  to  rtiove  any  further  in  this  Matter, 
during  the  fame  Rei^  5  but  a  few  Year^ 
after  the  Acceffion  of  King  Charles  I.  in 
1628,  they  prefented  a  Petition  to  the 
King,  in  which  they  ajfo  utterly "^difclaimed 
any  Intention  to  attack  any  other  of  the  Irijh 
or  Scotch  Nobility,  excepting  fuch  only  as 
had  no  Eftates  in  thofe  Kingdoms, 

[n)  His  Majefty  determined  Nothing  upon 
it  for  the  prefenti  but  three  Months  after  in 
Grand  Council,  in  which  the  Scotch  Earls 
of  Kelley  and  Moreton  took  Place  of  the 
Vifcount  Dorchejier^  and  the  Irip  Vifcounts 
(yrandifon  and  Wilmoty  of  the  Biihops  of 
London  and  Winchejler^  and  the  EngHjJj  Ba- 
rons Saville  and  Newhirgh^  a  folemn  Order 
was  madfe  and  published.  Requiring  all  Men 
td  demeafi'e  ihemfelvesy  accordi?ig  to  the  pre^ 
cedent  Forms  of  RefpeBy  to  the  Nobility  of 
Ireland  and  Scotland>  thereby  meriting  his 
M(^.jejly's  good  Opinion  for  their  difcreet  Car^ 

(  7fi)  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  1628. 
(«)  Council  Books,  4.  Cat,  I.  28  June,  1629. 

riage 
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rmge  in  that  Behalf;  as  on  the  contrary  hif 
Majefiy  will  hold  and  ejieem  thofe  Perfons 
unworthy  of  his 'favour ^  thai  hereafttr  fioaU 
any^waysy  either  in  Words  Qr  Actions^  raife 
any  Debates  or  parrels  for  Precedency. 
Which  Order  is  recorded  in  the  Earl  Mar- 
shal's Book.  I.  25*  fol.  61.  in  the  Office  of 
Arms. 

{p)  The  King  alfo  confirmed  again  the 
Order  of  Precedency,  which  his  Father 
King  "James  had  fettled,  in  the  Manner  we 
have  jufl  mentioned. 

(/)  In  1667,  a  new  Attempt  was  made  to 
take  away  the  Precedency  of  the  Scotch  and 
irijh  Lords  in  England. 

Diejovisy  ^^.  Decern.  1667. 
\q)  ^^  The  Earl  of  Bollingbroke  reported, 
"  That  the  Committee  of  Privileges  have 
*^  taken  into  Confideration  the  Matter  pf 
'^  Complaint  concerning  Foreign  Nobility ; 
*^  and  they  have  perufed  former  Proceedings 
^*  concerning  the  Bufinefs;  and  upon  ferious 
**  Thoughts  thereof,  their  Lordfhips  do  con- 

{9)  Obfervations  upon  the  Laws  of  Nations,  asto 
Precedency,  l)y  Sir  George  Mackenzie, 
(p)  Journal  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

D  4  ceivc 
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^^  ceive  the  Statute  of  31  of  Hen.  Vlll.  cap. 
*^  ID*  to  be  the  Fundamental  Rule  for  Di- 
^^  reftion  of  Precedency,  in  all  other  Places 
^^  within  the  Realm,  as  concerns  the  Peers  of 
^^  E?2^land'y  and  that  for  thefe  Reafons  :'* 

'  I.  *^  Becaufe  in  the  faid  Statute,  there  is 
'^  no  Mention  made  of  any  Foreign  No- 
"  bihty,  but  only  of  the  Peers  of  this  I^feMm 
"  of  England.'' 

II.  ^^  The  faid  Statute  is  in  Force,  not 
^^  only  in  Meeting  in  Parliament,  but  alfo 
*^  in'  the  Star-Chamber,  and  in  all  other 
<^  Affemblies  and  Conferences  in  Council.'*" 

III.  ''  Becaufe,  tho'  the  Civility  of  Pre- 
^^  cedency  hath  been  in  Courtefy  permitted 
^'  by  the  Peers  of  England^  to  the  Foreign 
**  Nobility,  when  they  come  to  attend  on 
*^  his  Majefly  here,  by  way  of  dutiful  Re- 
*^  pair  for  a  fliort  timcj  yet  when  they  have 
^'  D'omicilium  here,  it  is  not  fit  it  fhould 
*^  be  granted  unto  them,  left  the  Courtefy 
^*  do  become  a  Cuflom." 

IV.  ''  His  Majefly,  by  his  Letters  Pa« 
^^  tents,    giving  Precedency  only    to    fuch 

^'  Perfons,  fo  created,  to  the  Degree  of  Peers 
^^  in  thofe  Kingdoms  from  whence  they  de- 

'^  rive 
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*'*  rive  their  Titles,  it  muft  needs  be  looked 
*'  upon  as  a  Deviation  from  the  Law,  and 
a  high  Difhonour  and  Derogation  to  his 
Majefty's  Letters  Patents,  and  the  No- 
bility of  this  Kingdom,  that  they  fhould 
^*  not  enjoy  thofe  Privileges  andPre-emin?n- 
^^  ces  contained  in  them,  and  fo  highly  af^' 
^*  ferted  and  grounded  on  the  Law  of  the 
^^Land." 

V.  "  More  particularly,  the  Right  of  Pre- 
^  cedency  doth  concern  the  Peers  of  this 
"  Houfe,  'England  being  the  Seat  of  the 
*'  Englijh  Empire,  and  without  whofe  Af- 
*^  fent  no  Laws  can  be  made  in  this  Realm.'* 
^'  VI.  This  Settlement  of  Precedency  will 
*^  accord  the  Quarrels  and  Difputes  which 
**  have,  and  may  happen,  in  the  Execution 
^*  of  his  Majefty's  Service  upon  Commiffions, 
^'  and  other  publick  Affairs  of  this  King- 
^'  dom." 

*^  Laftly,  This  Committee  do  humbly  of- 
**  fer  it  to  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  will 
**  be  pleafed  to  ejiablijh^  this  AJfertion  oj  the 
**  Right  of  Precedency  of  the  Peers  of  Eng^ 
^*  land  before  all  Foreign  Nobility y  by  fome 
^'  fokmn  Declaration  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers'* 

^^Aftey 
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*^  After  a  folemn  Debate  and  Confidcra*^ 
^*  tion,  this  Houfe  agreed  with  the  Com-^ 
^^  mittcc  for  Privileges  in  this  Report,  Nem. 
^^  Con.  and  referred  to  the  fame  Comn^ittee, 
**  to  draw  up  a  Declaration  to  the  fame 
^^  Purpofc  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Report, 
^*  and  to  ofFef  the  fame  to  this  Houfe,  and 
**  alfo  to  addrefs  his  Majefly  thereupon* 

Die  Mercurtif  4^.    X)te  Mar  tit  1667. 

(r)  ^^  The  Lord  Howard^  of  Charlt^n^  re«- 

ported  from  the  Committee  of  Privileges, 

a  Draught  of  an  humble  Addrefs  to  be 

prefented  to  the  King,  concerning  Foreign 

*^  Nobility,  according  to  the  Diredions  of 

<*  this  Houfe,  which  Addrefs  viras  read  as 

^f *  foUowcth : 


€€ 
4€ 


<C 


To  the^King'^  Moft  Excellent  Majefty, 


«^  The  humble  Petition  and  Addrefs  of  your 
Majefly's  moft  loyal  Subjedts,  the  Peers 
of  your  Kingdom  of  England^ 


<€ 


''  Moft  humbly  fheweth, 
4t  J'T-^HAT  the  Peers  of  this  Realm  har- 
ing  formerly  made  their  Petitioij  to 

(r)  Foreign  Nobility,  Report  of. 

^'  the 
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^«  the  Crown  (as  the  Fountain  of  all  Honour) 
*«  forPrefercnation  of  their  ancient  Rights  and 
**  Privileges,  they  all  dfefive  from  its  Royal 
"  Grace,  and  Sovereign  Dignity,  which  we 
^huriibly  new  renew  unto  youi-  Majejfty, 
•^'finding  what  they  theft  complained  of  dail^ 
*^  inctealirtg  updn  us  for  want  of  timely  Re- 
<<  medy,  the  Nobility  of  Scotland  and  Ire-- 
*^  land  taking  Place  in  this  Kingdom^  ac- 
*'  cording  to  their  Titles,  without  any  Re- 
*'  gard  to  the  Precedency  due  to  the  Peerage 
*^  of  this  your  Majefty's  Realm,  to  the  great 
^'  Difparagement  and  Injury  of  the  Englijh 
*^  Nobility,  as  will  appear  to  your  Majefly 
^y  by  the  following  Reafons,  which  we  hum- 
"blyoifen" 

I.  '^  That  the  Original  Foundation  of  Pre- 
*^  cedency  is  the  Nature  of  the  Truft,  and 
**  the  Power  joined  with  it  5  both  which 
^'  the  Peerage  derive  from  the  Grace  and 
^^  Royal  Dignity  of  the  Crown,  by  an  here- 
^'  ditary  Right,  fo  great  a  Share,  and  of 

fo  much  Concern,  that   they  ought   to 

to  receive  no  Competition  of  Precedency 

from  any  others/' 

H.  ^*  That  this  Truft  and  Power  is  an- 
nexed 


€€ 


€€ 
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^*  nexed  to  the  Peerage,  and  the  Difference 
**  of  Titles  only  gives  the  Precedency  in  the 
*Vfame  Body;  and  a  Peer  oi England^    tho' 

a  Baron,  is  of-  equal  Confideratioiji  to  a 
*  Peer  of ^any  Country,  .thp'.the  Cuftom  of 

that.  Country  may  give  them-  all  greatoi: 
*'  Titles,  .w^hich  i§.  demonilrable  by  que 
*^  Neighbours  giving  no  Value  to  fuch  when 
^^  not  dignified  with  the  Peerage.''  - 

.  in.  "  That  the  Right  is  evident  by  your 
5^Majefly's  Laws,  under  which  we  all  live, 
'**  which  take  no  Notice  of  any  fuch  Ti- 
f^  ties,  nor  give  them  the  leaft  Privilege, 
^^  but  are  fubjed:  to  perfonal  Adtions,  Ar- 
^*  refts,  ^c.  as  other  Commoners. 

<^  IV.  *^  That  very  many  of  them  have 
*^  been,  and  are  chofen,  and  do  ferve  in 
*^  thq  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  are  not  al- 
^^  lowed  either  to  fit  or  be  covered  af  any 
*^  publick  Conferences  of  both  Hoyfes  or 
^*  Committees." 

V.  «  That  that  the  St-atute  of  the  3iil:  of 
^^  King  \H'^;?2ry  VIII.  Chap.  lo.  doth  adjuft 
*^  the  Precedence  of  the  Peers,  and  great 
*^  Officers,  in  all  great  Councils  and  Con- 
.**  gregations  of  Men  fo  clear,  that  it  leaves 
1*  no  Room  for  interpofing  of  any.  others, 

upon 
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^  upon  any  of  thofe  Occalions,  and  it  fully 
^*  evinceth  the  Right  in  all  other  Places, 


€C 


If  your  Sacred  Majefty  fhall  confidcr 
^'  how  much  it  imports  to  your  Crown 
^^  and  Dignity  to  preferve  the  Peerage 
*'  in  their  full  Luftre  and  Fruition  of 
^^  all  their  Privileges,  they  being  the 
^'  beft,  fafeft,  and  moft  natural  De- 
^^  fence  of  Monarchy,  againft  the  po- 
*^  pular  Diftempers  of  this  laft  Age : 
^'  We  fhall, with  great  AfTurance,  hum- 
^\  bly  befeech  your  Majefty,  that  you 
*^  will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  eftabliih 
I  ^'  fome  Rule  for  regulating  this  Mat- 
*^  ter  in  the  future,  that  the  Incon- 
*^  veniencies  to  your  Nobility  and  Go- 
^Vvernment,  which  may  happen  there- 
^^  by,  may  be  feafonably  thereby  pre- 
*'  vented  and  avoided/' 


^*  And  after  a  ferious  Debate  thereupon,  it 
"  was  generally  agreed  to  by  the  Houfe/* 

i 

**  Die  LiUncCj  9^.    Die  MarttSj  1667. 

^^  The  Lord  Keeper  reported,  that,  ac- 
^<  cording  to  the  Commands  of  this  Houfe, 

*'h» 


4C 
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^y  he  had  prefented  the  Petition  and  Addrefs 
of  the  Peers  of  this  Kingdom,  concerning 
the  Foreign  Nobility,  to  his  Majefty ;  and 
*^  after  he  had  read  the  fame,  his  Majefty 's 
^*  Anfwer  was  y  ^hat  it  was  a  Bujinefs  of 
'*  great  Concernments  and  he  would  Jake  it 
f^  into  his  ferious  Coitfideration'^ 

"  But  nothing  farther  was  done  in  it, 
*^  and  the  Peers  of  Ireland  have  been  ever 
'*  fince  maintained  in  thefe  their  Rights, 
«  by  the  Kings  of  England  (j)," 

AND  now,  my  Lord,  having  laid  be- 
fore you  fome  few  Precedents  out  of  an  in- 
finite Number  which  the  Records  and  other 
indifputable  Authorities  afford  as  to  this 
Point,  and  having  prefented  to  you  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Englijh  Lords  in  every 
Step  they  have  taken  fince  they  firft  began 

{s)  Thu^  far  the  Matter  of  this  Book  was  €ommuni- 
^ated  to  his  late  Majefty,  Part  before  the  Marriage  of 
the  Princefs  of  0rang4^  and  Part  foon  after.  The  Re- 
mainder was  wrote  not  long  after,  but  not  pubh'ftied 
till  the  Year  1739,  when  thfe  Pamphlet  firft  appeared 
in  Print.  Note  alfo,  that  fince  the  Marriage  of  the 
Princefs  of  Orange  nq  Publick  Ceremonies  have  hap- 
pened, attended  with  Proceffions,  in  which  the  Irijh 
Peers  have  not  walked  according  to  their  Degrees,  with 
the  Precedency  claimed  by  them,  purfuant  to  the  Au- 
thorities quoted  in  this  Book. 

to 
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to  cantrovert  our  Privilege ;  it  remains  fof 
me  to  offer  fome  Obfervations  upon  the  In- 
convenience and  InfufHciencc  of  thole  Ar^ 
guments  which  have  been  alledged  in  their 
Addreffes  to  the  Crown  upon  this  Head; 
in  doing  which,  I  (hall,  in  Effedl,  anfwer  all 
that  is  urged  againft  us  upon  the  prefent 
Occafion  j  ^d  I  hope  your  Lordfliip  will 
pardon  the  unavoidable  Freedom  which  I 
am  obliged  to  take  in  this  Examination, 

I  fliall  begin  with  the  Attempt  of  the 
Englijh  Peers  in  1667. 
^  {t)  The  Author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Duke  of  Ormonde  a  Writer  in  no  Manner 
concerned  in  the  Intereft  oi  Ireland^  obfervcs, 
that  there  was  a  Party  then  in  Englandy 
which  had  a  great  Malignity  againft  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland  in  general,  .and  a  De- 
lign  of  exafperating  all  Orders  of  Men  there* 
in.  This  was  the  Time  when  the  firft  Laws 
Were  made  to  prohibit  the  Importation  of 
Irijh  Cattle,  atid  to  confound  the  Woollen 
ManufaSure  there :  Meafurcs  which  are 
difcovered  now  to  have  been  highly  detri- 

(0  Carta's  Hiftory  of  the  Duke  of  Ortnondy  Book  6. 
Vol.  II. 

mental 
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mental  to  the  Commerce  oi  England jhy  thd 
Increafe  of  the  Price  of  Provifion  and  La- 
jbour,  and  by  the  Eftablifhment  of  the 
Woollen  Manufadtures  in  almoft  every  other 
State  oi  Europe.  He  obferves,  that  thofe 
Attempts  were  all  made  put  of  Wan  ton- 
nefs,  and  a  Spirit  to  domineer,  (as  he  terms 
it)  and  aggravated  by  perfonal  Pique,  and 
Envy  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftejbury,  the  Duke 
of  Btickingbam^  and  others  of  the  Cabal,  iM 
the  Greatnefs  of  fome  of  the  Irifh  Noble- 
men, as  the  Duke  of  Ormondy  the  Earl  of 
Anglefeay  &c.  His  Reflexions  and  Ac- 
count of  this  Matter  may  well  deferve  to 
be  read ;  but  that  Detail  would  be  unnecef- 
fary  here.  It  is  fufRcient  to  take  Notice  of 
the  Principle  upon  which  this  Conteft  arofe, 
and  of  the  many  evil  Confequences  that 
proceeded  from  it. 

But  to  come  clofef  to  the  Point,  we  fhall 
particularly  confider  the  Reafons  reported 
by  the  Earl  oi  Bollingbroke  in  1667.  The 
firft  of  which  was  grounded  upon  a  Statute 
fajfed  the  31/?  of  Henry  VIII .  by  which  a 
Settlement  of  Precedency  was  made,  the  only 
one  that  ever  was  made  by  Adt  pf  Parlia- 
ment. 

The 
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The  Statute  here  mentioned  can  never 
bear  relation  to  the  Point  in  Queftion,  be- 
caufe  the  Peerage  neither  of  Ireland  or  Scot-- 
land  are  mentioned  in.  it — And  yet  it  is  no- 
torious, that  for  many  Centuries  before 
that  A  (ft 'was  made,  the  Peerage  oi  Ireland 
and  Scotland  ,Q.Vi]oytdi  that  Right,  for  which 
the  former  now  contend.  It  is  further 
notorious^  that  the  Peers  of  Ireland  were 
from  the  Time  of  that  Ad:,  to  this  Period, 
ftill, maintained  ia  the  fame  Privileges, with- 
out fo  much  as  a  fingle  Difpute  upon  this 
Head  between  the  two  Nations,  except  in 
"the  Cafe  of  the  Lord  Audley  before-men- 
tioned ;  a  thing  which  could  not  have  hap- 
pened, if  there  had  ever  been  before  that 
Time  the  leaft  Doubt  concerning  the  Inter- 
pretation of  it-ry-The  very  making  of  that 
Ad:,  without  any  Notice  taken  of  the  Pre- 
tenfions  of  the  /r//7j  Peers,  is  the  ftrongell 
Proof,  'that  they  were  then  looked  upon  as 
inconteftable ';  for  that  was  the  natural 
Time  tojbave  fettled  this  Matter,  if  it  had 
not  been  thoroughly  fixed  before.  But 
tho'  a  riewpifcovery  (hould  be  made  in  this 
Age,,  that,  aiiy  thing  were  contained  in  it, 
which  might  now  fsem  to  render  the  Que- 

E  llion 
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ftion  dubious,  even  in  fuch  a  Circumftanc© 
the  Peers  of  Jr^/^;^^  would  liave  an  invincible 
Plea  from  Prefcription,  and  from  the  con- 
ftant  Cuftom  from  that  Period^  which  is 
purely  the  beft  Interpreter  of  Law.  Lajily, 
This  AQ.  appears  evidently  to  be  no-way 
concerned  in  the  general  Bufinefs  of  Pre-^ 
cedency,  but  iingly  relative  to  the  Ranking 
of  the  great  Officers  of  State,  the  Crown 
having  often  fihce  iliat  Adt  ejcerclfed  the 
Prerogative  of  giving  Precedency  to  later 
Peers  over  the  more  antient,  as  in  the  Cafe 
of  Howard  E^vl  oi  Nattingham,  in  the  Reign 
of  James  the  I.  and  other  Inftances,  which 
we  have  cited  before  in  the  Schedule  annex- 
ed to  the  Memorial. 

The  2d  Reafon  •//5(3'/  this  Statute  is  in  Force 
in  Parliament  in  the  Star-Chamber y  and  in  all 
other  AjfemhUes  and  Conferences  in  Council^ 
is  partly  true,  and  partly  falfe. 

That  it  has  Force  in  Parliament  Is  clear, 
nor  can  it  be  difputed  by  the  Peers  of  Ire- 
land,  becaufe  they  come  not  thither.  That 
it  is  in  Force  alfo  in  all  Afiembhes,  &c.  is 
likev/iie  true ;  but  in  both  Cafes  only  in 
this  Senfe,  as  it  relates  to  the  EngliJJ^  Peers 

among 
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among  themfelves,  and  among  them  only 
with  refped  tp  the  great  Officers  of  the 
Crown.  That  it  does  not  afFecft  the  Pre- 
cedency of  the  Irt/h  Peers  in  the  AiTemblies 
there  mentioned,  is  evident  from  the  Re- 
cords now  remaining  of  the  Star-Chamber, 
and  from  the  Books  of  the  Council  in  a 
Multitude  of  Inftances*  I  need  only  men- 
tion one,  which  occurs  among  the  Papers 
cited  here,  where  vou  will  find  in  a  Coun- 
cil  held  upon  this  Subjeft,  28  JimCy  4  Car.  I. 
1629,  that  the  Scotch  E^^i'h  oi  Kelly  and 
Morton  took  place  of  the  Vifcciunt.  Dc?r- 
chejlery  and  that  the  Irijh  Vifcounts  Gran-* 
difon  and  V/ihnot  took  place  alfo  before  the 
Bishops  of  JLojidon  and  Winchefier^  and  the 
Englijl:  Barons  Savill  and  Neivburgh. 

As  to  the  3d  Reafon  contained  in  this 
Report,  it  gives  up  intirely  the  Queftion  of 
antient  Ufage ;  for  it  is  acknowledged, 
lihcit  the  Civility  of  Precedency  hath  been  in 
Coiirtefy  permitted  by  the  Peers  (^/^  England  fa 
phe  Foreign  Nobility ^  ivhen  they  come  to  attend 
on  his  Majejiy  here  ;  and  tha  they  feem  to 
allow  this  reafonable  for .  a  fort  timCy  yet 
i^bmjhey  have  Domiciliiun  here^  they  think  it 

£.  2  not 
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not  ft  it  fidould  be  granted  to  them^  lejl  the 
Courtefy  do  become  a  Cujiom. 

The  Peers  oi  England  at  that  Time  feem 
to  have  affumed  an  Authority,  which  will 
certainly  not  meet  with  your  Lordfhip*s 
Approbation,  That  their  Civility  had  been  the 
only  Foundation  of  the  Precedency  enjoyed  by 
the  Irifh  Peerage^  was  an  Infinuation  inju- 
rious to  the  Royal  Dignity ;  for  the*  they 
applied  to  the  Crown  with  a  feeming  Mo- 
defty  for  an  Abolition  of  that  Precedency, 
it  is  evident,  if  allowed  to  have  created 
that  Precedency  themfelves,  the  Inference 
was  natural,  that  they  might  have  taken 
it  away  themfelves  s  and  the  Premifes  be- 
ing yielded,  the  Confequence  would  have 
been  undoubtedly  and  immediately  deduced^ 
But  their  Lordfhips  could  produce  no  Re- 
cord or  Evidence,  as  a  Voucher  for  this  po- 
lite Conceffion.  And  if  any  there  be,  it  is 
more  antient  than  the  Magfia  Chart  a  of 
King  John ;  for  in  that  ^ra,  the  Peers  of 
Ireland  enjoy 'd  this  Right,  as  it  is  evident- 
ly proved  by  the  Schedule  of  Precedents 
annexed. 

The  Truth  of  the  Cafe  is  this,  that  they 
hold  it  primarily  from  the  flanding  Laws 

of 
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of  Honour,  which  prevail   over  the  whole 

civiliz'd  World.     (/)   Xja  Roque,  an  eminent 

Writer,  in  his  Treatife  of  Nobility,  tells  ns^ 

That  c^/ui  qui  eji  noble  en  un  lieUy  eji  noble 

partouty  piiifque  la  ^lalrte  de  V Homme  neji 

pas  plus  indivifible  que  fa  propre  fiibjlance^ 

&  qu'il  eji  de  la  kienfeancey    &  de  I'utilite 

pour  rentretetn  de  la  Societe  des  Hommes  de 

reconnoitre  chezfoi  la  Noblejfe  d'un  Etr anger : 

Which  is,  '^  That  a  Nobleman  in  one  Place 

^f  is  a  Nobleman  in  another  Place,  and  it 

**  is  agreeable  to  general  Convenience,  and 

*^  neceffary  for  the  good  Governance  of  So- 

**  ciety,  mutually  to  allow  the  Pre-eminence 

*'  of  the  Nobility  of  Foreign  Countries/' 

He  fays  farther,  que  la  Nobleje  eji  une 
^alite  adherent e  a  la  Perfonney  qui  fe  porte 
p  art  out :  Cceluniy  non  animum  mutanty  qui 
trans  mare  curriint ;  ^^  Nobility  is  a  Quality 
*^  inherent  to  the  Perfon  notwithftanding 
*^  any  Change  of  Place  or  Cpuntry." 

The  Peers  of  England,  from  the  Nature 
of  their  Office  of  hereditary  Judges,  ought 
to  be  well  informed  in  the  Laws  of  Nature 
and  Nations,  and  in  the  Civil  Law,  as  well 

(i)  La  Roque,  Traite  de  laNoblefie,  4to»  C/japAxxvu 
fol\  230, 
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as  in  that  of  their  own  Country.  If  they 
confult  the  Civil  Law,  thby  will  find,  that 
the  Nobility  of  a  Foreign  Country  are  in 
all  Parts  of  Europe  received  with  fuch  Re- 
fpe£t,  that  they  are  even  allowed  the  Place 
before  the  Nobihty  of  their  own  Rank 
abroad.  Thus  a  Foreign  Baron  is  treated 
as  a  Vifcount,  and  a  Vifcount  as  an  Earl, 
cut  of  their  own  refpeclive  Countries. 
This  Rule  is  conftantly  obferved  in  all  Ce- 
remonials, infomuch  that  if  any  Prince 
Ihould  charge  an  Officer  of  Arms  with  a 
Commiffion  to  a  Foreign  Court,  that  Of- 
ficer, if  a  Purfuiva:nt,  will  be  received  as ' 
an  Herald;  if  an  Herald,  as  a  King  at 
Arms. 

The  Civil  Law  is  the  Rule  of  all  Matters 
of  this  Nature  in  all  Nations,  where  the 
Law  of  the  particular  Land  does  not  oppofe 
it.  And  the  Law  of  any  particular  Land  is 
either  Pojitive  or  Prefcrtptive.  As  it  ap- 
pears therefore,  that  the  matter  of  Prece- 
dency is  not  in  this  Country  regulated  by 
any  pojitive  Law,  fhculd  the  prefcrtptive 
Law  contended  for  by  the  IriJJj  Peers,  be 
not  allowed  to  have  its  Force,  the  Civil 
Law  will  intervene,  and  the  Peers  of  Eng-- 

land 
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land  will  unwarily  eftablifl^  a  Precedency  in 
FayqUF  of  the  /r^  Peerage  far  more  inju-. 
rious  to  themfelves  iaccording  to  their  Efti- 
mation  of  the  Thing.  For  whereas  the 
Peers  oi  Ireland  now  claim  only  a  Right 
t)f  Ppe^e4^ncy,  before  thofe  of  the,  inferior 
Orders  of  Nobility  in^England^  if  that  Claim 
Should  be  denied>  they  will  inllantly  become 
intitled  by  the  general  Law  of  Nations  to 
Precedency  in  England,,  even  above  all  the 
Engtijh  Nobility  of  their  refpedtive  De^ 
grees. 

It  feem^  fomewhat,  extraordinary,    that 
the  Point  of  conjiant  Ufage  fliould  be  in  this 
Manner  given  up>  and  then  in  the  fame' 
Breath,  that  a  Change  of  that  Ufage  in  both 
Nations  for  fo  many  hundred  Years  fhould 
be  demanded  upon  fuch  Reafons,    as  feem 
much  more  ftrongly  to  conclude,  that  this 
Privilege,    if  they  had  it  not,    fhould  be 
yielded  to  them,   than  for  taking  it  away, 
now  that  they  are  actually  in  PoiTeflion  of 
it.     If  this  Privilege  was    antiently   per- 
mitted, .when  England^  drew  no  Profit  from 
the  Peerage  of  that  Kingdom,    the  Argu- 
ment fpe^ns  of  a  very  ftrange  Nature,  w^hich 
urges  their  l)eprivation  o^  it,  becaufe  they 
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have  Domiciliuiri  here  ^as  thty  term  it) ; 
that  isy  becaufe  vthey  fperid  200,000/.  per 
Annum  in  this  Kingdofn.  As  to  the-Aifer- 
tion  of  the  Lords,  T^hat  it  is  jit  to  change 
this  Ufage  \  Their  Lordfhips  cannot  be  the 
Judges  of  what  is  fit,- and  ought  not  to  de- 
termine for  themfelves  in  a  Matter  of  this 
kind,  which  (if  Prefcdption  be  laid  afide) 
is  intirely  the  Bufinefs  of  Prerogative,  and 
inconteftablyvefted  in  the  King.  .       '.: '  ir  -. 

In  the  4th  Place,  it  is  affirmed^  "That  it 
would  be  a  Deviation  from  the  LaWy  and  a 
high  Dijhonour  and  Derogation  to  his  Ma- 
jejiys  Letters  Patents^  and  the  Nobility  of 
this  Kingdom y  that  they  fhould  not  enjoy  thofe 
Privileges  and  Pre-eminencies  contained  in 
themy  and  fo  highly  attejied  and  grounded  on 
the  Law  of  the  Land.  There  is  no  Doubt, 
but  that  it  would  be  a  Dishonour  tti  the 
Nobility  of  Englandy  to  be  deprived  of 
Privileges  and  Pre-eminencies  derived  from 
the  Law  of  the  Land,  and  his  Majefty's 
Patents. 

But  where  is  tfie  Precedency  grounded  on 
the  Law  of  the  Land,  of  any  Precedency  ex- 
cUi five  of  the  Peers  oi  Irelaudy,\i\}X  {^q\\  as 
is  mentioned  in  the  Aft.of  JY(f;^r/VIlL  whi^ 
'      '  ■  '    -  how 
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how  far  it  reaches,  we  have  fhewn  ?  And 
what  Pre-eminency  or  Precedency  is  contain- 
ed in  the  Patents  of  the  Englip  Peers,which 
are  not  equally  contained  in  thofe  of  the 
Peers  of  Ireland  alfo  ?  As  to  the  Law  of  Pre- 
cedency,it  is  nothing  elfe  than  antientCuftom 
and  Prefcription,  which,  the  famous  Civihan 
Puffendorf  ^i^nrts  us  {u)y  is  a  fufficient  Law 
to  determine  all  Queftions  of  this  Nature  by. 
This  Law  is  fully  on  the  Side  of  the  Irijh 
Peers,  and  the  Derogation  of  that  Law  can 
never  happen  from  maintaining  the  Peers  of 
that  Kingdom  in  their  antient  Rights :  The 
contrary  indeed  would  not  only  be  a  Dero- 
gation, but  a  flagrant  Violation  of  it.    As  to 
the  Honour  of  his  Majefly's  Letters  Patents, 
if  they  are  vindicated  by  the  Crown,  in  per- 
mitting them  ftill  to  continue  to  draw  the 
fame    Confequences    that    they    have   ever 
done,  there  can  be  no  Violation  of  them. 
This  Dodrine  of  thofe  Peers  oi  Englandj 
that  the  Faith,  Credit  and  Honour  of  the 
Crown,  are  deferving  of  no.  Regard,  where 
they  concern  the  Irijh  Natibn  only,  is  fuch 
as  would  draw  the  moft  pernicious  Confe- 
guenc9S  h^rq^fter  to  the  State,    and  more 
[u)  PufFendorf,  Book  viii.  chap.  4. 

imme- 
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immediately  to  themfelves,  fmce  it  under-«^ 
mines  a  Foundation  common  to  the  Fabrick;, 
of  either  Houfe  of  Peers.  And  fo  it  proved 
in  the  firft  Inftance  of  this  Attempt,  being 
attended  with  Ill-conveniences  naturally  to 
be  expected  from  it ;  for  the  Baronets>  tho! 
a  nevv^  Order  of  Men,  v^ho  h^id  bought 
their  Titles  but  a  few  Years  before,  en- 
couraged by  this  new  Notion  ftarted  by  the 
Englijh  Peers,  that  Precedency  was  not  a 
Matter  to  be  fettled  by  any  Prefcription,  in 
their  Turn  made  an  Attack  upon  thtEngli/k 
Peers  themfelves,  pretending  to  take  plac^ 
before  the  younger  Sons  of  the  EngliJJo  Vif- 
counts  and  Barons ;  and  as  monftrous  as  this 
Pretenlion  appears  in  the  iirll  View,  it  was 
attended  with  much  Trouble  to  the  Englijh 
Peers,  before  it  was  determined  in  their  Fa- 
vour y  the  King  being  pleafed  that  they  fhould 
learn  by  their  own  Experience  what  ///  Con^ 
ijeniences  arife  from  the  Delire  of  fuch  Inno- 
vations, in  Matters  fo  long  fettled  and  deter^ 
mined  by  the  Pradlice  of  former  Ages,  {w) 
Nor  was  this  all  j  for  they  were  likewife  at- 
tacked in  the  fame  manner  by  the  Knights  of 

{"ju)   Sir  Richard  St,  <js6rge'$  VclluriT  COverM  Booki 
penes  Com.  Egmont. 

the 
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the  Privy  Council,  who  difputed  the  Prece- 
dency of  the  younger  Sons  oiEngliJh  Earls  {x)i 
nay,  the  eldeft  Sons  of  common  Knights;-^ 
pretended  to  take  place  alfo  before  the  eldeft 
Sons  of  the  younger  Sons  of  the  Englijh  Ba- 
rons.    Thefe  Gontefts  were  carried  en  with 
fo  much  Heat  and  Paffion  on  both  Sides, 
that  it  was  fear'd  many  dangerous  Quarrels 
would  have  happened  upon  it :  Infomuch  that 
the  King  forbid  either  of  the  Parties  from, 
being  prefent  for  fome  time  at  any  publick 
'^'"rrrhony  till  the  matter  was  determined, 
hich  tho'  it  was  at  laft,  and  in  favour  of  the 
rs,  it  brought  never thelefs  no  fmall  Mor- 

_:ication,  and  was  no  fmall  Detriment  to 
ir  Dignity,  to  be  engaged  in  a  Conteft  of 

-lis  kind  with  Perfons,  who  had  till  then 
been  ever  canlidered  fomiany  Degrees  beneath 
them,  and  even  their  moji  remote  Pojierity. 

It  is  alTerted  in  the  5th  Place,  That  the 
Right  of  Precedency  doth  concern  the  Peers 
of  this  Hoifey  becaufe  England  is  the  Seat  of 
the  Englifh  Empire ,  and  without  their  Ajjent 
no  Law  can  be  made  in  this  Realm. 

{x)  Sir  Richard  St.  George's  Book  of  GeremonlcS;,  psncs 
Ctoi»  Egmontj  fol.  48,. 
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I  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  whether  there 
is  any  Thing  conclufive  in  this  Argument ; 
^he  Right  of  Precedency  particularly  concerns 
the  Englifli  Peersy  ke^auje  ^o  Law  can  be 
made  in  England  without  them.     Does   the 
Right  of  Precedency  concern  none  but  thofe 
who  are  Legiilators  in  England?  How  ca|ne 
the  great  Officers  of  the  Crown  by  their  Pre- 
cedency ?  How  the  Order  q{  Baronets  ?  How 
that  of  the  Knights  ?  And  fo  on  to  every 
Degree,  of  which  there  are  m^ny  more  who 
have   their  ftated  Rules  of  Precedency  as 
much  confirmed  to  them,  as  to  the  greateft 
Peers  of  the  Land.  Their  other  Reafon,  that 
England  is  the  Seat  of  the  Engliih  Empire^ 
is  of  the  fame  kind,  and  is  in  Subftance  an- 
fwered  by  the  fame  Argument :  But  does  the 
Seat  of  Empire  affeSl  Precedency "?  Does  the 
King's  living  in  this  Part  of  his  Dominions,, 
give  the  Peers  of  this  Dominion  a  better 
Right  to  any  one  Privilege  in  the  Nature  pf 
the  Peerage  ?  If  it  does,  they  hold  this  Pri- 
vilege upon  a  precarious  Tenure^  for  it  is 
in  his  Majefty's  Breaft  to  inhabit  any  Part 
of  his  Dominions  that  he  fhall  fee  conveni- 
ent. The  Seat  of  his  Majefty's  Government 
is  in  or  about  London :  Is  my  Lord  St.  JohjA 
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of  Batterfea  therefore  to  have  Place  of  other 
Barons,  becaufe  the  Place  he  derives  his 
Title  from  is  fituate  near  the  Tovi^n  ?  Or 
is  my  Lord  of  Warwick,  as  Baron  of  Ken-- 
Jingtorii  to  have  Precedency  of  all  other 
Lords,  becaufe  the  Court  doth  now  inha- 
bit the  Seat  of  his  Barony  ? 

If  by  the  ^t^X  oi  Englijh  Empire  be  un- 
derftood,  that  Ireland  is  a  dependent  King- 
dom, my  Lord,  this  a  Queftion  of  a  Nature 
improper  for  me  in  a  private  Capacity  to 
meddle  w^ith ;  and  fuch  as  comes  within 
the  Reach  of  very  few  Men  of  the  greateft 
Learning,  and  greateft  Abilities  in  either 
Kingdom,  even  to  ftate  in  a  juft  and  con- 
ftitutional  Light;  but  altho'  this  Truth 
fhould  be  admitted  in  the  fame  Senfe  that 
it  is  vulgarly  received,  it  would  give  no 
Force  to  this  Preteniion,  becaufe  fome 
Conditions  muft  exift  in  every  Depen- 
dence (which  is  not  yet  a  State  of  down- 
right Slavery)  3  and  thefe  Conditions,  when 
they  are  not  exprefs,  are  tacit,  and  then 
only  to  be  explained  by  the  conftant 
Ufage;  which  Ufage  is  fcrong  in  Favour  of 
the  Irijh  Peers.  If  by  Dependance  be  un- 
derftood  a  Jegal  and  definite  Subjection  to 

the 
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the  Crown  of  'England  only,  fuch  a  gene- 
ral State  does  in  no  wife  neceifarily  im- 
port the  Subordination  of  the  Individuals 
'  of  the  one  Country,  to  the  Individuals  of 
the  other.     The  Crown,  according  to  the 
'Maxims  and  Principles  of  the  Revolution^ 
derives  its  Power  from  the  People,  nay,  the 
"Perfon   who   wears    the   Crown,    is  infe- 
rior to  them  in  a  coUedlive  Body:  By  this 
Rule  therefore,  thofe  noble  Lords  might  as^ 
Well  have  argued,  that  they  ought  to  ha^ve 
had  Precedency  of  the  King  himfelf. 

As  to  this  Particular,  howfoever  the  Mat- 
ter of  Superiority  and  Dignity  of  either  Na- 
tion may  ftand  determined  or  defined  it 
matters  not ;  this  Point  in  Queftion  is  fuffi- 
ciently  decided  without  it,  not  only  by  the 
Practice  of  all  former  Ages,  but  by  the  Opi- 
nions of  the  beft  Civilians,  and  the  mofl  ju- 
dicious Writers.  I  fliall  only  trouble  your 
Lordfliip  with  the  Senfe  of  the  great  Au- 
thor I  have  once  before  cited  upon  this  Sub- 
jed  {x)  He  fays,  ^^  That  tho'  it  is  unavoid- 
''  able  that  one  Office  will  be  held  as^more 
'^honourable  than  another,  yet  it  is  no 
'*  Reafon  that  all  and  every  particular  Per- 
^'^  fon    entrufted   in    the  more   honourable. 

(v)  PuiFenclorfF,  lib.  viii.  cap.  4* 

♦*  Office, 
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**  Office,  fhould  therefore  challenge  Prece- 
*^  dency  from  all  and  every  Perfon  in  the 
*'  lefs  honourable.  It  is  fufficient,  that  the 
^^  higheft  Perfon  in  the  inferior  Office  fhould 
*^  give  Place  to  the  iirft  in  the  fuperior,  and 
he  may  ftill  have  Preference  to  all  who 
are  in  Subordination  to  the  firft."  Again, 
he  fays  exprelly,  *^  That  the  Dignity  of  an 
*^  Office  which  a  Man  bears  in  his  own 
^^  Commonwealth  gives  him  no  Right  to 
^^  prefer  himfelf  to  the  Subjedl  of  a  foreign 
^*  State,  who  may  perhaps  bear  Offices 
*^  which  he  in  his  own  Country  demands 
*^  Precedence  upon ;  and  laftly,  that  becaufe 
^^  Marks  of  Honour  are  always  prefumed  to 
*^  be  given  as  Rewards  of  Eminence  and 
^^  Virtue,  therefore  the  civiHzed  Part  of 
^^  the  World  abroad  generally  pay  the  fame 
**  Degrees^  of  Refpeft  to  the  Honours  of 
*' Foreign  Nations,  that  are  allowed  them 
''  at  Home." 

It  is  difficult  to  handle  the  fixth  Argu- 
ment of  the  Report  with  all  the  Decency 
defired.  They  fay  t/jat  this  Settlement  of 
Precedency  willl  accord  the  ^larrels  and  Dif- 
putes  which  may  happen  in  the  Execution  of 
his  Majejlys  Service  upon   CommiJ/ionSy  and 

other 
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other  publick  Affairs  of  this  Kingdo7n\  which 
is  in  Eifed:  to  fay.  That  his  Majefty  fhall 
be  obliged  to  make  a  Change  in  the  Bulinefs 
of  Precedency,   and  that  he  mujl  at  their 
Injftance    deprive  the    Peers  of  Ireland  of 
their   immemorable   Right,  and  that  they 
njoill fubmit  to  no  other  Determination  of  his 
Majeily.     But  if  your  Lordfhips  muft  have 
the  Candour  to  obferve,  that  if  Innovations 
,  could ;  be  made  upon  no   better   Grounds 
than  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  a  few  Peers 
of  England,  and  if  a  Language  of  this  kind 
to  the  Crown  fhould    prove  fuccefsful,    i,t 
would  be  an  Evidence  of  Weaknefs  in  our 
Government,  greater  than   our  Hiftory  has 
afforded  in  the  mofl ,  troubled  Times,  and 
one  which  would  not  fail  of  drawing  after 
it  further  Demands,  perhaps  of  a  more  im- 
portant Kind.     It  might  be  worthy  Confi- 
deration,  whether  when  the  Peers  of  Irer 
land  were  removed  out  of  the  Way,    the 
Commons  oi  England  mi^i  not  be  encoun- 
tered fooa  after  ?  They  have  alfo  Privileges 
which  have  been  at  fome  ConjuniSures  Ob- 
jects of  Jealoufy  to  thQ  Eng/ijh  Lords. 

But  how  fliould  this  Settlement  of  Pre- 
cedency anfwer  the  admirable  End  of  pre- 
venting 
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venting  Quarrels  and  DIfputes  ?  For  if  a 
Settlement  of  Precedency,  founded  on  the 
Law  of  Nations,  corroborated  by  the  con- 
ftant  Ufage  of  500  Years,  maintained  by 
many  fucceflive  Princes^  whenever  it  has 
been  attacked,  be  not  fufEcicKt  to  reftrain  the 
Peers  of  England  from  quarrelling  and  dis- 
puting upon  this  Point,  e'ven  when  the  Kings 
Bujinefs  is  concerned  j  I  know  not  upon  what 
Grounds  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  the  Peers 
of  Ireland  (hould  more  patiently  acquiefce 
under  a  new  Determination,  by  which  they 
would  be  deprived  of  Rights  fo  ancient  and 
authentick. 

The  laft  Refolution  of  this  Committee 
contains  a  very  extraordinary  Advice  to  the 
Houfe,  that  they  would  be  pleafed  to  ef.a^ 
blijlo  this  A^ertion  of  the  Right  of  Precedency 
of  the  Peers  of  England  before  all  Foreign 
Nobility y  by  fome  Declaration  of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers. 

My  Lord,  I  may  well  call  this  Advice  ex- 
traordinary, fince  it  was  Advice  at  once  to 
invade,  not  only  the  Privileges  of  another 
Nation,  but  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown, 
nay,  the  very  Law  of  the  Land.  That  the 
Prerogative  of  the  Crown  was  invaded  by  it, 
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is  very  apparent ;  for  this  Prerogative  was  ac- 
knowledged amply  by  the  Englijb  Lords 
themfelves  in  their  Application  tb  the  Crown 
in  the  Year  1624,  and  that  the  Law  of  the 
Land  was  invaded  alfo,  is  evident  in  ignore 
Refpeds  than  one:  Fir  ft,  frdrif  the 'known 
Principles  of  the  Conftitution  by  which  the 
Law  of  the  Land  is  always  concerned  in 
maintaining  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  ; 
and  farther,  it  is  from  the  Endeavours  of  the 
Eng/lfh  Nobility  at  that  Time,  to  procure  an 
Ad:  of  Parliament  to  fettle  the  Precedency 
upon  themfelves,  which  was  a  flrong  Ac- 
knowledgment, not  only  of  the  Extent  of  the 
Prerogative  in  this  Cafe,  but  yet  more,  that 
'  even  the  Prerogative  itfelf  was  infufiicient  to 
make  10  great  an  Innovation,  At  length  the 
fame  Peers  finding  that  they  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  the  Crown  to  exerts  its  Prerogative, 
nor  procure  a  Statute  for  their  Purpofe  (to 
which  both  the  Crown  and  Commons  muft 
be  ever  averfe  on  different  Reafons)  they 
came  as  you  fee  in  this  Report,  in  Difregard 
of  both,  to  invefl  themfelves  (fo  far  as  they 
were  able)  with  this  pretended  Right  by  their 
own  Decree. 

In  Coafequcnce  of  this  Rqport  a  Petition 

and 
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and  Addrefs  was  drawn  up,  as  we  have  ob- 
'ferved  before,  and  prefented  the  4th  of 
March  1667,  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  to 
which  were  annexed  the  Reafons  recited 
above. 

To  begin  then  with  the  Firfl:  of  thefe 
'Reafons  3  T^hat  the  original  Foundatiojz  of 
Precedency  is  the  Nature  of  the  Xnijl^  and 
^he  Tower  joined  with  it y  both  of  which  the 
Peerage  derive  from  the  Grace  of  the  Crown 
iy  hereditary  Right. 

That  the  Nature  of  the  Truft,  that  is,  the 
Power  of  the  Peerage,  is  not  the  Foundation 
of  Precedency,  has  been  very  fufficiently 
proved  already  in  the  Ahfwer  to  the  5th 
Reafon  of  the  Report. 

But  with  humble  Submiffion,  the  noble 
Lords  who  prefented  this  Addrefs,  were  not 
only  deficient  in  Point  of  Argument,  but 
much  nliftaken  in  the  Point  of  their  own  In- 
terefts,  whfen  they  grounded  their  Pretenfions 
upon  this  Plea.  The  Confequence  had  been 
bad  for  themfelves,  and  worfe  for  their  Pof- 
tcrity,  if  this  Maxim  could  have  been  efta- 
bliflied  by  them  at  that  Time,  that  the  Na- 
tare  of  their  Truft,  and  the  Power  they 
were  invefted   with,   was  a  juft  Foundation 
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for  Precedency.  The  Houfe  of  Commons 
may  lay  Claim  to  Precedency  upon  the  Foot 
of  their  Truft,  and  may  poffibly  carry  their 
Point  againft  the  very  Englijh  Peers  them- 
felves,  if  the  Importance  of  Truft,  or  Weight 
of  Power,  fhould  become  the  Regulator  of 
this  Difputej  nay,  according  to  fuch  Preten- 
lions,  the  Barber  who  was  the  grand  Imple- 
ment of  Power  to  Lewis  the  Xlth  of  France^ 
fhould  have  had  Precedency  of  all  the  Princes 
of  the  Blood,  and  Peers,  of  that  Kingdom. 

With  refpedt  to  the  Second  Reafon  of 
this  Addrefs ;  That  a  Peer  of  England,  tho^ 
a  Baroriy  is  of  equal  Confideration  to  a  Peer  of 
any  other  Country^  thd  the  Cujiom  of  thai 
Country  may  give  them  all  greater  Titles^ 
which  is  demonjlrable  by  our  Neighbours  giv^ 
ing  no  Value  to  fuchy  when  not  dignified  with 
Peerage. 

My  Lord,  I  confefs  I  know  not  what  Ufe 
the  Peers  of  England  propofed  to  make  of 
this  Argament.  If  it  be  meant,  that  they  are 
of  equal  Confideration  at  Homey  Nobody  can 
doubt,  nor  will  Anybody  deny,  that  the  Peers 
of  any  Country  are  of  equal  Confideration 
to  tlie  Peers  of  another  within  their  own 
Territories :    If  it  be  underftood  that  thej 
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arc  of  equal  Confideration  abroad,  this  implies 
that  Foreign  Nobility  is  in  all  Countries  of 
equal  Confideration  with  the  Native  Nobility y 
which  is  an  Argument  full  in  favour  of  the 
Pretenfions  of  the  Irijh  Peers.  If  this  be 
not  allowed,  I  cannot  fee  to  what  Purpofe 
this  Mention  of  Foreign  Peers  is  made  at 
all,  or  how  any  Comparifon  can  with  any 
Propriety  be  drawn  between  them  and  others 
of  another  Country.  In  Truth,  there  was  a 
Neceflity  for  fome  Shew  of  Argument  to  be 
produced  in  Defence  of  this  new  and  ftrange 
Pretenfion  of  the  Englijh  Peers  j  and  as  it 
often  happens  in  a  weak  Caufe>  that  bad 
Arguments  are  ufed  for  want  of  better,  they 
were  indifcreetly  led  to  make  Ufe  of  this, 
which  probably  they  thought  fufficient  to 
amufe,  and  the  more  likely  (becaufe  fcarce 
intelligible)  never  to  be  anfwered  :  But  fince 
they  took  this  Notice  of  the  Pracflice  of  Fo- 
reign Nations,  it  naturally  gives  n:e  Oppor- 
tunity to  make  this  Obfervation,  that  the 
Dignity  of  Peerage  is  not  fingly  confidered 
abroad  as  the  Foundation  of  Precedency.  It 
will  be  fufficient  to  inftance  the  Pradice  of 
France  :  The  Ladies  of  the  antient  private 
Families  ther6,  do  not  there  yield  the  Pas 
■        F  3  or 
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or  Place  to  the  greateil:  putchefles  and  Peer.-- 
efles  of  that  KingdonQ^  unlets  their  Families^ 
are  more  antient,   which  all  who  have  hved 
any  Time  in  that  Country  by  jdaily  Obferva-. 
tion  know  5    fo  that  it  is  the  Antiquity  of 
Defcent,  and  no  Pretenfions  of  the   Peerage, 
which  determines  the  Matter  of  Precedency 
there.     And  upon  this  Footing,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  the  Peers  of  Ireland  will 
join  liTue,   and  to  a  Difquifition  of  this  Kin4 
they  will  readily  refer  their  Claixn,  \(  it  fhall 
pleafe  his  Majefly  to  permit  them  fo  to  do». 
For,  altho'  this  Dignity  has  bpen  debafed  iii 
many  Reigns,   by  being  conferr'd  upon  mean. 
Perfpns  in  both  Kingdoms,  a.nd  poffibly  with- 
in a  certain   Period  more,    with   refpe^l  to 
Ireland  than  'England^  there  v»rill  yet  be  found, 
a  great  Number  of  FamiHes  in  the  IrifiV^tirr 
age,    v^ithout  Dlfparagement  to  ihzt  oi  Engr, 
land^  equal  to  thofeof  England^  or  any  othev, 
Peers  in  Europe. 

As  to  the  third  Argument  in  this  Addrefs, 
in  which    it  is  aflerted,    'I hat  the  Laws,  of 
England  take  no  Notice  of  anyfuch^itles^ 
nor  give  them  the  leajl  Privilfgey  thtir  Lord-: 
fliips  were  abfolutely  miftak^n  in  this  Fa<S. 
The  Laws  of  the  Land  do  take  Notice  o£ 
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the  Peerage  of  Ireland  -y   for  when  the  fame 
Nobleman   happens   to    be   a  Peer  of  both 
Kingdoms,  and  \h^  Irifo  Title  is  fuperior  to 
the  other,   that  Title  is  conftantly  fet  down 
before  the  other,  and  is  indeed  generally  the  ^ 
only  one  by  which  he  is  known  or  ftyled, 
not  only  in  common  Acceptation  in  all  Com- 
miffions  either  private"  or' publick,  but  even 
in  all  A(5ts  of  the  Legiflature  itfclf ;  nor  does 
this  depend  upon  the  Choice  of  th€  Perfon,  ^ 
or  Courtefy  of  the  People,   iince  this  Rule 
has  ever  been  obferv'd  in  all  publick  Tranf- 
adions,   from   the  Acquifition  of  Ireland  to 
this  Hour.     Nay,-  the"  very  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  Great  Britain  (nctwithflanding  the 
Service  of  the  Fc^rs  of  Ireland  in  that  Houfe 
as  E;?^///Z?  Commoners)     do  receive   them, 
when  any  Affair  requires  their  Prefence,  and 
they   are  not  Members  of  that  Houfe,   with 
the  fame  Refpedl  that  they  give  to  an  Englijb 
Peer  on  the  like  Occaiion,  permitting  Chairs 
to  feat  themfelves  upon  within  the  Bar,   and 
in  the  Body  of  the  Houfe,   as  may  be  feen  in 
their  Journals  upon  feveral  Occafions,  parti- 
cularly in  the  Cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Corke^  in 
the  Reign  of  King  James  I. 
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But  to  purfue  this  Matter  further :  It  is 
beyond  all  Difpute,  that  the  Peerage  of  Ire^ 
land  are  under  Cognizance  of  the  Laws  pf 
England^  and  by  the  fame  Laws  have  various 
Privileges  :  for  fomp  of  which  I  refer  you  to 
the  Englijh  Statute  of  the  4th  of  Henry  V. 
Chap.  6.  in  which  there  is  fqme  Regulation 
of  them.  You  may  fee,  moreover,  in  Dyers 
Reports,  15  E/iz.  pag.  306.  in  Comptons 
Book  of  the  Jurifdidion  of  Courts,  fol.  23. 
That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  both  thefe  Lawyers^ 
who  were  of  the  greateft  Note  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  Times,  Thai  an  Jrifh  Veer^  by  the 
Laws  of  this  Reahi^  is  not  triable  here  in 
Capital  Cafes.  And  that  able  Man  Mr.  St. 
yohn  {a'>^  Sollicitor  General  in  the  Time  of 
Charles  I.  affirms  the  fan^e  thing,  in  hi,s  Ar- 
gument before  the  EfigliJJj  Lords  themfelves, 
upon  prefenting  the  Bill  of  Attainder  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  from  the  ComRions ,  in. 
which  he  makes  a  remarkable  Diftindion,  of 
Privilege  in  Favour  of  the  Irijh  Peerage, 
which  I  give  you  in  his  own  Words :  *•  It 
**  is  true,  fays  he,  a  Scotijh  or  French  No- 
**  bleman  is  triable  here  as  a  common  Pe^* 

(^}  Rufhworth's  Colle£lions. 
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^^  fon  ^  the  Law  takes  nojNotice  of  their 
^y  Nobility,  bepaufe  thofe  Countries  are  not 
^'  govern'd  by  thg  Laws  of  England :  But 
*'  Ireland  bejng  governed  by  the  fame  Laws, 
^'  the  Peers  thiere  are  triable  according  to  the 
*'  Laws  of  Englafid  only  per  PareSy  by  their 
"  Peers."  (^)  As  for  ^he  Lavy  of  Heraldry, 
hqw  far  ithey  are  taken  Notice  of  by  the  Of- 
ficers of  Arms  in  this  Kiqgdom,  is  apparent 
froqi  a  l^te  Declaration  of  Mr.  Anjiis^  Garter 
King  at  Arms,  and  all  the  Officers  of  that 
Court  of  Honour,  "  Th^t  they  cpu|d  not 
*^  perform  their  Duty,  if  they  did  not  call 
"  oyer  the  Irijh  Peers,  together  with  thq 
^^  Englijhy  in  the  Order  of  Precedency  her^ 

(b)  N.  B.  The  firft  Precedent  for  the  Trial  of  an  Tnjh^ 
Peer  by  a  Jury  of  Gommoners  in  England^  was  in  the 
Time  of  the  Grand  Rebellion  —  Wheq  the  Parliament 
being  Mafters  of  all,  and  the  Government  in  fa£l  diffol- 
ved  — They  ordered  the  great  Ir'i/h  Rebel,  the  Lord 
Macquire^  to  be  tried  here  in  that  Form,  and  over-ruled 
his  Plea  of  Peerage — And  he  was  condemned  and  execu- 
ted accordingly.  —  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Cook  had  not  long 
before  laid  down  (pme  Principles  of  Lavy  in  refpefl:  to 
Ireland^  very  different  from  thofe  laid  down  before. — 
And  it  is  well  known  hovy,  and  why  his  Works  became 
their  Oracles,  and  were  often  expounded,  like  other  O- 
racles,  to  ferve  the.  Purpofe  of/the-Timcs. 
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*'  contended  for."  And  it  is  alfo  manifeft, 
from  the  Order  of  the  Earl  Marfhal,  con- 
cerning  the  Fees  of  the  Injh  Nobility,  in 
1624.  where  the  Reafon  for  infifting  upon ' 
thofe  Fees,  and  upon  the  paffing  their  Grants 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England^  is  particu- 
larly given  in  thefe  Words,  In  order  to  pre-^ 
ferve  their  due  Rights  of  Frecedency.  But  this 
Point  is' '  fo  very  evident,  that  I  fhould  be  a- 
fhamed  to  dwell  upon  it, 

'1  fhall  therefore  now  come  to  the  4th  Ar- 
gument pf  the  Addrefs  j  which  is  d^xz^njrom 
the  Service  of  the  Irifh  Peers  in  the  Houfe  of 
Cominonsherey  andjrom  their  not  fittings  or  being 
covered^  at  anypublick  Conjerence  of  both  Hcufes 
of  'Committees. 

./l^baV  the.. very  Legiflature   itfelf  does  in 
ftfY^ral  Cafes  pay  Refpedt  to  the  Dignity   ofq 
the  Peerage  of  that  Kingdom,  we  have  al- ' 
ready   proved   fufficiently^;    but  what  can  be 
worfe  Logick  than  this  kind  of  Argument^ 
hecaiijhthey  have-  not,  a  Right  to  certain  par^\ 
iicular  Privileges  of  Peerage^   therefore  they 
cait  hmje  a  Right  to  no  Privilege  of  Peerage  ? 
Muft  they  have  all,  or  none  ?  Is  this  the  Na- 
ture of  Precedency  ?  If  it  be,  why  do  not  the 
Sons   of  Peers  take.. their  Seats,  and  vote  in 
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parliament  with  their  Fathers  ?  for  they  have 
a  Precedency  which  is^  for  fo  much,  of  tjigj 
fame  Kind  with  that  contended  for  by  fhe 
Peers  of  Ireland :  and  it  is  well  ^npwn,  that 
the  eldeft  Son  of  a  Duke  takes  Place  oij^ 
all  Occafions  (  unlefs  fuch  as  are  relative 
to  Adts  of  the  Legiilature)  of  eyery  Earl  j  and[ 
every  youngeft  Son  of  a  Marguis^  of  every 
Baron  in  J^nglmd.  At  the  fame  time  It  is  not 
unfit  to  be  obferved  again  in  this  Plac?,  that 
?in  IriJJ:>  Peer  has  ever  had  a  Right  to  ?arry 
the  Sword  of  State  to  and  from  Ghaipel, 
which  the  Son  of  no  Peer  of  E?7gland  of  what 
Rank  foever  is  admitted  to  do :  Injh  Cpuntefles 
are  alfo  vifited  by  the*  Queen,  a  R;efpe(51:  which 
is  never  fhewn  to  any  of  the  Nobility  of  any 
of  thefe  Kingdoms  below  that  Degree  of 
(^uahty.  All  which,  with  many  other  of 
their  Privileges  of  a  like  Nature,  can  be  deri- 
ved from  no  other  Principle  than-  this  Ma}f- 
im  3  Tbai  with  refpe^  to  the  King^  the  Peers : 
of  the,  three  Kingdoms  are  iipoii.  an  equal  Foot^' 
and  are  entitled  to  receive  the  fame  Coimtenance 
and  Deferencefrcm  him. 

"As  to  the.  5th  Re^fon  of  this  Report,  it 
reUte^.  fingly  to.th^-  A^  of. Henry  VJIIth ; 
which  has   been  fo  fully  explaixie^^^Iready, 
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that  there  is  no  need  of  any  further  Anfwcr 
to  it. 

We  are  come  now  to  the  clofe  of  this  re^ 
markable  Addrefs,  where  the  whole  Power  of 
their  Lordfliips  Reafoning  is  collcdtcd,  and 
where  political  Confiderations  are  advanced  as 
irrefragable  Arguments  for  the  Ruin  of  the 
Precedency  of  the  Iripo  Peers.  His  Majejly  is 
dejired  to  confider  how  much  it  imports  his  Crown 
and  Dignity^  to  preferve  the  Peerage  in  its 
full  Lufire  and  Fruition  of  Privileges^  the 
Peers  being  the  befl^  faf^fty  ^^d  mofl  natural 
Defence  of  Monarchy^  againft  the  popular  Di^ 
Jlempers  of  the  lajl  Age.  v 

My  Lord,  it  is  as  much  the  Intereft  of  the 
Peers  of  Ireland^  as  it  can  be  of  the  Ping-^ 
lijh^  to  defire  his  Majefty  to  preferve  the 
Peerage  in  its  full  Luftre,  and  Fruition  of 
their  Privileges :  They  are  indeed  the  only 
Noblemen  that  have  at  this  time  Reafon 
to  implore  this  Juftice  of  the  Crown  :  It 
is  their  Peerage  alone,  it  is  their  Privilege, 
that  has  been  attacked. 

Whatever  can  be  faid  of  this  Neceffity  of 
the  Luftre^  and  of  the  Fruition  of  the  Privi^ 
leges  oj  the  Peers ^  might  be  urged  againft  At- 
tempts of  the  Commons,  if  any  fuch  fliouM 
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ever  be  made  j  but  to  be  urged  againft  a  Body 
of  Men,  who  are  indubitably  Peers  as  much 
as  they  themfelves,  who  have  derived  their 
Privileges  under  the  fame  Magna  Charta^ 
and  their  Honours  from  the  fame  Princes  j 
their  Peerage  under  the  fame  great  Seal,  and 
in  the  very  fame  Terms  of  Expreflion,  can 
carry  with  it,  to  impartial  Mcn>  nothing  but 
an  Air  of  great  Extravagance. 

To  conlider  this  Matter  in  a  true  Light, 
the  Peers  oi  England  are  themfelves  con- 
tending for  a  Diminution  of  their  Privileges* 
As  the  Law  of  Precedency  is  now  eftablifh-* 
ed  by  reciprocal  Allowance,  they  have  Pre- 
cedency in  Ireland  upon  the  fame  Foot  that 
we  have  it  here,  according  to  the  Regulation 
made  by  King  James  the  Firft,  as  it  appears 
in  the  Schedule  annexed  to  the  Memorial, 
and  as  it  was  again  confirmed  by  King  Charles. 
the  Firft.  The  Moment  therefore  that 
the  Precedency  of  the  Irijh  Peers  in  England 
fhall  be  denied  rfiem,  that  of  the  Englijh  in 
Ireland  muft  fail  likewife  ;  and  this,  though 
it  may  not  prejudice  fo  many  of  them  occa- 
lionally  there  as  may  be  gratified  by  it  conti- 
nually here,  will  yet  afFedt  a  confiderable 
Number  of  the  Englijh  Lords,    who  from 

Time 


fS         The  Pre^dency  of  the 

'iRme  to  Time  may  accept  Erhployraents,  Is 
'  ialfo  thdfe  who  have  married  their  Daugliters^ 
'^dt'liave  Occafion to vifit large  Properties,  which 
cha'any  of  them  enjoy  in  that  Kingdom  ;  fo  th^t 
;ttl(5iJgh  they  fhould  hurt  us,  they  would  ma- 
>lfifeftly  hurt  themfelves  at  the  fame  timei  ^nd 
/talher  argue,  as  I  faid  before^  to  dimiiiilh  their 
-Oii^ri  Privileges^,  than  to  prefervethem; 

As  the  Precedency  of  Irijh  Pe6rs  can  nevirr 
,dimihi(h  the  Fruition  of  the  Privileges  of  the 
-EjigliJJjy  becaufe  the  Privileges  contended 
•for,  were  never  enjoyed  by  them  ;  fo  neither 
•does  it  obfcure  the  Luftre  of  their  Nobility. 

I  know  but  four  Particulars,  in  which  the 
Luftre  of  the  Nobility  may  be  irijur'd  by  the 
/r{/6  Peers:  Either  by  fomething  unworthy 
in  their  private  Characters ;  the  Addition  of 
their  Numbers,  as  to  the  Peerage  in  general  3 
their  want  of  Fortunes  equal  to  their  Digni- 
ties; or,  their  want  of  Births  The  Peerage 
of  no  Nation  can  be  obfcured,  by  a  Conjun* 
ction  with  another  Peerage,  irreproachable  iii 
every  one  of  thefe  Particulars.  Let  us  then 
confider  the  Peerage  of  Ireland  by  this  Cri- 
terion :  Are  they  univorthy  in  their  private 
CharaSfer?  To  fay  the  Truth  for  the  Ho- 
nour of  both,  it  may  pollibly  \)q  moft  pru- 
dent 
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dent  not  to  make  a  Difquifition  into  private 
Life.     In  numerous  Societies  all  the  Members 
cannot  be  as  perfed  as  might  be  wifh'd  ^  and 
therefore  the  Nobility  of  both  Nations  will,  I 
prefume,  confent  mutually  to  wave  this  Ar^ 
gument ;  and  the  rather,  becaufe  it  is  indeed 
improper  to  decide  this  Queftion ;  for  Cha- 
racter is  but  perfonal  and  temporary,  depen- 
dent upon  Accident  and  Education,  and  vari- 
able in  every  Generation  ;  whereas  the  Peerage 
itfelf  is  perpetual   and  hereditary.      I  fliall 
therefore  quit  this  Point,  after  making  this 
Remark,  that  the  Denial  of  Privilege  to  the 
/n)^  Peers,  would  manifeftly  tend  to  create 
this  Gbjedlion,  and  even  to  render  it  perpetual. 
For  a  Diftindion  of  Privilege  and  Refped: 
naturally  begets  a  Senfe  of  Dignity,  which  is 
an  Incentive  to  that  honourable  and  generous 
Condudt  by  which  the  Peerage  ought  to  be 
diftinguifhed  ;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  by  the 
Confent  of  all  Nations  and  Ages,  Mankind 
have  voluntarily  attributed  to  Birth  and  Titles, 
and  eminent  Station,  a  Degree  of  Regard  and 
Deference,  which  it  would  be  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  they  would  have  yielded,   but  from  an 
Expedtation  and  Obfervation  of  this  publick 
Virtue  in  general  arifing  from  it/ 
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Is  the  Lu/ire  of  the  Nobility  injured  by  its 
Number  ;  and  therefore  the  Addition  of  the 
Nobility  in  Ireland  diminiO^  that  Luflre  by  their 
Prefence  here  ?  If  it  be,  the  Crown  ihould  be 
decently  applied  to,  to  reftrain  the  Exercife  of 
its  Prerogative  for  the  future,  in  creating  Peers 
of  either  Kingdom* 

Is  if  that  the  Nobility  oj  that  Kingdom 
want  Fortunes  to  fupport  their  Dignity?  It 
is  a  Misfortune  to  that  Kingdom,  that  this 
Objedion  can  be  fo  well  anfwer'd  :  For  it  is  a 
Misfortune  to  any  Country,  that  Its  Property 
fhould  be  divided  with  a  great  Inequality. 
This  Inequality  is  notorious  there,  above  the 
Example  of  any  other  Nation.  So  that  not- 
withftanding  the  general  Poverty  and  Diftrefs 
which  the  Body  of  the  People  undergo,  and 
the  Difficulties  which  both  the  landing  an4 
trading  Intereft  in  common  fufFer,  from 
the  Reftraints  upon  them  in  Commerce  >  by 
which,  at  a  modeft  Computation,  they  do 
not  fee  from  their  Eflates  the  third  Penny  of 
the  Profit  which  tbcy  might  make  of  them, 
under  a  Government  more  equally  condudt- 
cd  ;  yet  many  of  the  Peers  are  poflcfs'd  of 
Fortunes  fuited  to  any  Degree  of  Quality 
whatever,  and  many  enjoy  great  Properties 
alfo  on  the  Englip  Side,  Is 


P.EERS    ^  is  ELAND.  8  I; 

Is  it .  that  their  Birth  is  unequal  to  theif 
^Dignities  f  If  it  were  true,  it  is  well  known 
that-  moft  of-  tlieir  Titles   have  been  at  all 
times  conferred  upon  them  by  the  Advice 
and  Interpofition  of  an  Englijh  Adminiftra- 
tion,  who  fhould  have  confidered  better  the 
Confequences   of/uch  Creations;    but  we 
have  already  faid  enough  to  obviate  all  Re- 
proach upon  this  Head  :    I  fhall  therefore 
only  obferva  further,  that  altho'  it  be  impof-* 
lible,  until  Interefi:  and  Prejudice,  Paffions; 
arid  Kuman  infirmities,    fhall  be  banifli'd 
froni  Courts,  to  prevent  the  Advancement 
of  fome  Men,  who  are  not  entitled  to  the 
Honours,  they  attain  ;  yet  I  may  venture  to 
fubmit  this  Truth  to  the  moll  rigid  Scru- 
tiny, that  the  Nobility  o^  Ireland  (except- 
ing Four^  or  Five  of  IriJJj  Extraction,   who 
themfelves   are   very  eminent)    are   wholly 
compofed    of    Families    tranfplanted    from 
'England  thither,  many  of  which  are  either" 
the  chief  or  the  younger  Branches  of  the 
greateft  Houfcs   of  Great  Britain^    fuch  as 
long  before  their  Migration  into  that  King- 
dom, (v/here  they  were  commonly  employ- 
ed for  the  Service  of  the  Englijh  Crown  and 
Government,)  had  enjoyed  the  greateft  Of- 
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fices  of  the  EngliJJj  and  ScotiJJo  States,  and 
had    frequent    Summons    to   their  Parlia- 
ments :  Families  which  had  they  remained 
on  this  Side,   had   many  of  them  received 
fjere,  on  account  of  the  Merits  of  their  An- 
ceftors  alone,  the  Honours  which  they  have 
acquired  there^  by  their  Service  to  the  Com- 
monwealth.    Men  who,    had  they  enter- 
tained the  leaft  Sufpicion,  that  in  modern 
Times  the  vulgar  Prejudices  could  have  ever 
rifen  to  fuch  a  Point  as  to  cut  them  off  from 
every  valuable  Preteniion  in  their  Mother 
Country,  as  they  had  no  Neceffity,  fo  could 
they  have  had  no  Inclination  to  have  ha- 
zarded their  Lives,  and  neglected  their  an- 
tient  Intereft  in  this  Kingdom,  In  Defence 
of  the  EngUfh  Intereft  in   that,    upon  the 
precarious  Profpedt  of  the  Advancement  of 
their  Fortunes  there,  in  which  many  have 
been  totally  difappointed,    and  others  only 
rewarded  in  a  Proportion ;  which,  conlider- 
ing  the  horrid  Devaftations  they  have  fuf- 
fered  by  the  Revolutions  of  former  Times^ 
and  the  partial  Reftraiat  of  the  prefent  j4ge 
upon    their   Properties,    they  might    have 
eafily  attained  in  the  fame  Courfe  pf  Years 

with 
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with  Sloth  and  Indolence,  Security  and 
JPeace  at  Home. 

It  may  be  allowed.  That  the  Feers  are 
the  mofi  natural  Defence  of  Monarchy  agatnji 
the  popular  Dijlempers  of  the  "Times.  But 
with  humble  Submiflion,  they  may  not 
dways  prove  the  fafeft ;  for  if  it  fhould 
ever  appear  that  they  luft  after  too  great 
Power,  or  if  a  future  Prince  {hould  lean 
too  much  upon  them,  and  the  People  fhould 
find,  that  the  Publick  (hould  be  played  be- 
tween their  Hands  and  thofe  of  the  Crown, 
it  might  rather  tend  to  hazard,  than  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Monarchy  :  And  it  is  no  Queftion 
but  that  the  Complaifance  of  that  Houfe, 
and  the  Dependance  of  the  Crown  upon 
them  in  the  laft  Century,  contributed  in 
fio  fmall  Degree  to  create  thofe  popular 
Diftempers  here  fpoken  of. 

The  natural  and  fafeft  Defence  of  Mo- 
narchy is  the  Juftice  of  the  Prince.  We 
know  of  no  Hiftory  in  which  it  appears, 
that  a  People,  however  wanton  either  in  its 
Wealth  or  Privilege,  have  attempted  to  in- 
vade the  Rights  of  their  Sovereign,  until 
the  Attack  had  been  firft  made  on  them. 
A  Prince  who  lays  it  down  as  a  fundamental 
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'Rule  to  venture  upon  no  Innovatio?iSy  forms 
in  fuch  a  Refolution  a  Barrier  too  firm  to 
be  trefpafled  on  by  the  moil  hardy  or  am- 
bitious of  his  Subjedls ;.  but  on  the  other 
^Jiand,  if  this  fleady  Scheme  be  unregarded, 
and  if  he  once  excentrate,  there  is  no  longer 
any  fix'd  Point  for  him  to  be  dired:ed  by, 
and  he  becomes  immediately  diftracted  with 
the  Difcontents  and  Clamour  of  thofe  he 
has  injured,  and  with  the  farther  and  in- 
fatiable  Demands  of  thofe  he  fought  to 
favour. 

To  bear  a  little  farther  upon  this  Argu- 
ment; I  will  acknowledge  once  more,  ^bat 
the  Peers  are  the  natural  Dejence  cf  Monar- 
chy :  But  are  not  the  Peers  of  Ireland  equal- 
ly concerned  in  the  Defence  of  Monarchy  ? 
As  long  as  they  have  Privileges  maintained 
to  them,which  are  dependent  on  monarchi- 
cal Government,  and  which  muil  fall,  if  that 
Government  iliould  alter  into  a  democratic 
Form,  fo  long  will  they  be  a  natural  De- 
fence to  Monarchy  :  But  to  deprive  them, 
of  thefe  Privileges,  is  evidently  not  to 
ftrengthen  Monarchy ;  on  the  contrary,  it 
difmembers  the  Crov^^n  of  a  great  Number 
^f  its  bed  Supports,  and  in  the  natural  Courle^ 
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of  Things  mufl  weed  out  the  very  Root  of ' 
that  Principle  in  a  whole  People,  whofe 
Numbers  make  up  at  leall:  One  fifth  of 
his  Majefty's  SuhjecSs;  fo  that  a  Counfel  of 
this  Kind,  however  plaufible  it  may  feem  at 
fi-rll  View,  is  in  Reality,  and  in  Truth,  the 
nioft  democratic  that  can  be  given. 

I  am  ready  to  believe,  that  the  Lords 
who  laid  this  Scheme  in  1667,  were  very 
far  from  forefeeing  Confequences  like  thefe, 
from  what  they  defired  of  the  Crown  ;  but . 
had  they  not  been  too  much  hurried  on  by 
the  Delire  of  monopolizing^  as  it  were,  all 
Honour  to  themfelves,  they  muft  have  dif- 
covered  not  only  this  Confequence  with- 
regard  to  that  Kingdom,  but  they  muft 
have  forefeen  fomewhat  in  it  tending  to 
the  fame  End  even  here.  The  Lords 
miftake  themfelves,  if  they  confider  them- 
felves as  able  to  ftand  alone  between  the 
Prince  and  the  People.  They  are  not  the 
antient  Barons  of  England^  who  could  raife 
Armies  from  among  their  own  Dependents, 
and  transfer  the  Crown  as  they  thought 
proper  :  Their  Number  fnay  be  as  great,  and 
their  nominal  Privileges  may  be  {till  retain-** 
ed;  but  they  want  the  Pr^^(fr/j,  which  is  the 
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only  Balis  of  real  Power ;  and  wanting  this, 
they  have  no  other  Way  but  that  of  draw- 
ing others  in  to  Yupport  thern  by  the  Weight 
of  t/jeir  Property, which  they  furnifli  to  that 
End,  in  Confideration  of  forne  inferior  De- 
gree of  Privilege,  with  which  they  are  eur; 
gaged  to  maintain  the  fame  Intereft.    The 
Order  of  Baronets,  and  all  other  Ranks  of 
Precedency,  are  to  be  conlidered  as  fmaller 
Degrees  of  Nobility,  created  either  from  the 
judicious  Obfetvation  of  this  Truth,  or  from 
Neceffity,  which  enforces  often  a  kind  of 
mechanical  Operation  of  it ;   and  by  thefe 
kinds  of  Artifice  the  Crown  has  learned  tp. 
fupply  the  Defeats  of  the  Fortunes  of  the 
antient  Peerage.     But  among  thefe,  ftand 
in  a  principal  Place  the  Nobility  of  Ireland^ 
who  by  their  Property,  and  the  Privileges  of 
Refped:,  as  yet  remaining  to  them,  afford  a 
very  large  Contribution  to  the  Security  and 
Dignity  of  the  Crown,    and  to  that  of  the 
whole    united   Body    of   the  Peerage ;     it 
therefore  feems  demonftrable,    either  that 
the  Crown  muft  be  obliged  to  continue  them 
in  their  Privileges  from  thefe  political  Cour 
fiderations,  or  elfe  proceed  to  augment  very 
largely  the  Body  of  the  Englijlo  Peers,  which, 
'  would 
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wftuld  be  a  Remedy  that  might  be  thought 
to  carry  with  it  a  greater  Diminution  of  the 
Dignity  of  that  Body  than  the  other* 

My  Lord,  I  could  follow  this  Reflexion 
much  farther,  and  argue  much  more  ftrong- 
ly,  both  as  to  the  Point  of  Right,   and  the 
Conlideration  of  a  political  kind.    But  un- 
willing to  move  the  PalTions  even  of  thofe 
who  are  prejudiced  againft  us,  I  had  rather 
leave  my  Defence  of  the  Rights  even  of 
that  illuftrious  Body,  of  which  I  have  the 
Honour    to    be   a  Member,    weaker  than 
it  might   be  made,    than    that   any  thing 
(hould  drop  from  my  Pen,  which  might  be 
liable   to  Mifconftrudlion.      I  ihall  there-^ 
fore  fay  little  of  the  general  Difgufl  which 
too  frequent  Attempts   up©n  Ireland,    both 
in  great   and  fmall  Matters,    feldom  well 
confider'd,     muil    tend   to    create   in    that 
Kingdom. 

I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  it  muft  feem 
to  all  prudent  Men  more  advifeable  at  this 
Junfture,  when  the  Power  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Nations  is  fo  much  inlarged,  and 
their  Jealoufies  of  our  Profperity  univerfally 
rifen  to  a  great  and  dangerous  Degree,  ra- 
ther to  take  fuch  Meafures  as  might  unite 
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with  a  chearful  Zeal  and  Affediion  the  Sub- 
jects of  all  his  Majefty's  Dominions  in  oiie 
common  Intereil,  than  thus  to  diftraft  the  , 
Minds  of  Men  in  that  Kingdom  by  a  Per- 
feverance  in  the  weak  Syftem  of  partial  Po- 
licy,   to  the  long  Continuance  of  which, 
and  to  no  other  Caufe,  muft  be  afcribed  an 
Event  not  ever  parallelled  elfewhere  in  the 
Hiftory  of  the  whole  World,  that  a  People 
fo  great  in  Numbers,  and  in  a  Situation  of 
fuch  Importance,  Ihould  remain  for  a  Space 
of  above   500  Years  under  the  fariie  Go- 
vernment,   fo  generally  and  totally  aliened 
in  Attachment  to  that  Government  as  they 
.  were  found   to  be  in  the  laft  Revolution, 
and  which,  from  a  Continuance  of  the  fame 
Conduct,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  ad- 
mitted fuch   an  Alteration   for   the   better 
fmce  that  Period,  ^as  every  w^ife  and  honefb 
Man  mufl  wifh. 

To  quit  therefore  a  Confideration,  which 
would  carry  me  farther  than  would  be  con- 
venient in  this  Place  :  From  this  and  other 
Reafons  of  the  laft  Importance,  we  may 
certainly  expert  both  the  Crown  and  People 
of  Great  Britcmi  on  our  Side  in  this  Dif- 
pute. 

The 
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'  The  People  of  Great  Britain  can  never 
have  an  Intereft  to  aggrandize  or  add  to  the 
Diftindion  and  Diftance  novs^  between  them 
and  the  Body  of  the  Peers.  Tho'  Diftinftions 
may  be  and  indeed  are  highly  neceffary  to 
our  prefent  Form  of  Government,  yet 
Privileges  too  diftinguiflied  in  their  own  Na- 
ture, and  too  limited  as  to  the  Number  by 
whom  they  may  be  enjoy'd,  are  dangerous 
to  Liberty,  and  will  therefore  never  be  en- 
couraged or  endured  by  a  Nation  fo  brave 
and  prudent. 

-   We  may  hope  of  his  Majejiyy  conlidering 
the  Services  we  have  done  to  his  Family  in 
particular,  conlidering  our  remarkable  Advan- 
ces in  his  Favour  in  the  mojft  critical  Conjun- 
cture, at  leaft   a  common  Protection  with 
the  reft  of  his  SubjeCls ;  at  leaft, we  may  pro- 
mife   ourfelves,  that  in  his  Reign  we  fhall 
not  be  divefted  of  thofe  Remains  of  Privi- 
lege which  former  Reigns  have  left  us,  efpe- 
cially  when  they  are  Privileges  which  con- 
cern the  Dignity  and  Honour  of  the  Crown. 
We  may  hope  this  Juftice  from  his  Majefty, 
the  rather,  as  it  was  in  his  Father's  Reign  that 
the  firft  Attack  upon  t\icIriJJj  Peers  was  made 
with  any  Succefs,when  he  gave  his  Aflent  to 
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a  Bill  by  which  their  Judicature  was  declared 
void.     If  his  prefent  Majefty  fhould  fuiFer 
himfelf  to  be  prevailed  upon  by  the  Clamour 
or  Sophiftry  of  fome  few  about  him,  to  pur- 
fue  the  Condu<ft  to  which  he  is  advifed  in 
this  Inftance;  it  will  fooner  or  later  grieve 
him,    wh^en   he   comes  to   refledl  from    a 
better   Information  of  the  Force  of  thofe 
Pretenfions  of  the  Jnjh  Peerage,  and  fi'om 
that  juft  Difpolition  which  even  his  worft 
Enemies  acknowledge,  that  the  Work  of 
the  Deftrudion  of  the    Privileges  of  that 
Peerage  Ihould  be  both  begun  and  ended  in 
fo  few  Years  under  his  Family,  which  has 
been  a  Work  unaccomplifhed  for  above  500 
Years,  under  the  woril  and  moft  arbitrary 
Princes  we  ever  had. 

We  flatter  ourfelves,  that  his  Majefty  will 
rather  ad:  the  Part  of  Queen  Eiizai^ef/j, 
King  James  I.  King  Charles  I.  and  King 
Charles  II.  in  this  Inftance. 

Qneen  Elizabeth  abfolutely  denied  it  to 
be  in  her  Power  to  deprive  the  Peers  of 
Ireland  of  their  Precedency.  And  King^ 
James  L  upon  the  Attempt  that  was  made 
in  his  Reign,  received  it  as  an  Indignity  and 
Afront   offered   perjonaliy   to   himfelf y    and- 
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treated  the  Lords  concerned  in  it  in  a  fuitablc 
Manner^  yet  in  this  Application  th.^ IriJJo  and 
ScGtiJh  Peers,  who  had  Eftates  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  Kingdoms,  were  exempted:  His 
Anfwer  was,  T'hat  he  was  the  cofnmon  Father 
of  all  his  People. 

King   Charles  I.  was    applied  to  in  the 
fame  Manner ;   The  Peers  in  that  Application 
acknowledge,  that  a  Precedency  hath  been 
allowed  to  the  Nobility  qf  Scotlandy  accord- 
ing to  their  Ranks,  which  they  declare  it  no- 
ways their  Intention  to  alter.  But  they  com- 
plain,   that   Numbers  of  Englijhmen   have 
lately  obtained  Honours  in  the  Kingdoms  of 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  that  it  is  for  a  Re- 
medy to  this  Ill-convenience  only  that  they 
had  addreifed  his  Majefty.     That  this  is,  as 
it  has  been  pradlifed  infome  Reigns,  a  great 
Ill-convenience,  nivifl  be  acknowledged,  and 
is  as  much  delired  to  be  feen  redreifed  by 
the  Irijh  as  by  the  Englifh  Peers.    But  how- 
ever as  it  was  thought  impoffible  (the  Peer- 
age once  granted,)  to  make  aDiftindiion  be- 
tween the  Members  of  the  fame  Body,  the 
King  then  took  the  mojft  prudent  Courfe  in 
anfwering  as  he  did,  T^hat  it  is  eajier  to  pre-- 
vent  an  Inconvenience y    than   to  redrefs  ity* 
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being  happened:  And  foon  after,  by.  a  Decla- 
ration in  Council,  required  the  Nobility  of 
E?2gla72d  to  carry  themfelves  in  the  fame 
Manner  to  the  Peers  of  Scotland  and  Ire- 
landy  as  they  had  ever  done. 

When  the  Peers  oi England  m  i66jy  ap- 
plied themfelves  to  Charles  the  Second,  he 
anfwered  as  you  may  fee  above,  That  the 
Btifinefs  was  of  great  Concernment ^  and  he 
would  take  it  into  ferious  Confideration.  But 
nothing  was  done  upon  it,  and  from  that 
Day  to  this,  the  Peers  of  Ireland  have  re- 
fiiained  in  full  Enjoyment  of  thefe  Rights. 

My  Lord,  is  this  a  Bufmefs  now  of  lefs 
Concernment^  or  deferving  lefs  ferious  Cori/i-- 
deration^  than  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  the 
Second  ?  Can  our  prefent  Counfellors,  more 
able  than  thofe  who  have  gone  before  them, 
reconcile  theDiftincSion  to  be  made  between 
the  Members  of  the  fame  Body,  the  Peers  of 
Ireland  "who  are  merely  Englifmnen^  and  thofe 
who  are  inheritanced  in  that  Kingdom  ?  Or 
is  the  next  Attempt  to  involve  the  latter  alfo, 
whofe  Rights  have  never  been  before  con- 
tefled  ?  Should  it  be  required  or  expelled  of 
his  prefent  Majefty,  more  patiently  to  fuffer 
the  Prerogative  to  be  invaded,  than  any  of  his 
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PredeceiTors  ?  Or  are  we  to  think  him  lefs 
the  common  Father  of  his  People  ?  Is  that 
Prerogative  rai fed  higher  than  in  the  Reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  ?  Or  can  the  Crown  now 
exercife  a  Power,  which  it  difowned  even 
in  thofe  Times  ? 

My  Lord,  I  muft  believe,  that  upon  a 
little  Reflexion,  the  Peers  of  England  ihcni'- 
felves  will  defift  from  all  future  Applica- 
cations  of  this  Sort ;  nay,  I  dare  venture 
to  think,  they  will  banifh  from  their 
Minds  all  fuch  Ideas,  with  Concern  that 
they  had  ever  adopted  them  at  all.  For 
belides  the  Arguments  already  given  of 
actual  and  eventual  Ill-conveniences,  that 
have  arifen  and  may  arife  from  it,  there 
remains  another  of  the  higheft  Impor- 
tance, which  it  behoves  them  to  conli- 
der  welL  To  overthrow  the  Force  of  Pre- 
cedent and  Cuflom,  would  in  a  manner  work 
a  DiiTolution  of  the  Englijh  Peerage.  Is  it 
forgotten  upon  what  Grounds  all  Baronies 
by  Writ  now  ftand?  What  Barony /;2  Fee  is 
a  Barony,  but  by  Precedent,  Cuftom,  and 
Prefcription  ?  Who  is  fo  ignorant  as  not  to 
know  that  all  the  Peers,  who  hold  hereditary 
Scats  in  Parliament  by  virtue  of  a  Summons^ 
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or  who  derive  their  Honours  from  the  Female 
Line,  have  no  other  Foundation  for  thefe 
Honours,  than  the  fame  prefcriptive  Law,  by 
which  the  Peers  of  Ireland  defend  this  Pri- 
vilege ?  The  Writ  of  Summons  is  only  per- 
fonal,  nor  is  there  contained  in  it  one  Syl^ 
lable,  that  can  be  conflrued  into  the  Concef- 
iion  of  hereditary  Honour.  If  then  this  pre- 
fcriptive Law  be  not  allowed,  one  Species  of 
the  Peerage  muft  for  ever  vanifh,  and  a  great 
Number  of  the  moft  ancient  and  eminent  of 
the  Nobility  will  be  returned  again  into  the 
plebeian  Order.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if 
Precedent  and  Prefcription  be  found  of  fuch 
Force  as  to  be  able  to  create  the  fulkfi  Pri- 
vileges, and  to  tranfmit  the  Peerage  itfelf  to 
Pofterity  in  its  utmoft  Extent;  Can  it  be 
doubted  that  Precedent  and  Prefcription  are 
not  fufficient  to  eftabliih  a  fingle  Privilege  of 
a  Nature  fo  much  inferior?  Or  can  Men  of 
Senfe  and  Honour  offer  this  unjuft  Politlon, 
that  what  is  Law^  in  favour,  of  the  one  Peer- 
age, is  not  Law  in  favour  of  the  other  t 
Should  this  Argument,  which  I  am  fure  can- 
not be  anfwered^  be  furmotintedy  from  an 
Opinion,  that  the  EngUjlo  Peers  have  Autho-* 
rity  to  maintain  their  Scats  and  Privileges, 

whe- 
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whether  juftly  or  unjuflly  founded,  I  fhall 
not  give  myfelf  the  Trouble  to  difpute  upon 
that  Head,  or  concern  m3rfelf  to  (hew  how 
little  Security  there  may  be  in  fuch  a  Depen- 
dence. It  is  fufficient,  that  no  Man  either  of 
Honefty  or  Honour  would  defire  or  exercife 
fuch  Authority  j  and  I  therefore  will  not  ad- 
mit a  Suppofition  fo  injurious  to  their  Lord- 
fhips  Honour,  It  would  be  a  melancholy 
Confideration,  if  they  who  are  intrufted  with 
the  abfplute  Difpofal  of  the  Property  of  other 
Men,  fhould  endeavour  after  all  the  Prece- 
dents here  quoted,  to  grafp  at  the  Privilege 
of  another  Peerage.  Juftice  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  the  grand  Charad:eriftick  of  their  Body, 
and  this  is  as  much  concerned  in  Privilege 
as  Property. 

My  Lord,  Having  faid  enough  upon  the 
Ill-conveniences  which  fuch  a  Meafure  muft 
create  with  refped  to  the  Englijh  Peerage^ 
give  me  leave  to  fay  a  few  Words  with 
regard  to  the  Mifchief  it  would  bring  upon 
the  Peers  of  Ireland. 

Rights  of  this  kind  ai'e  of  more  Impor- 
tance than  they  appear  to  the  Generality  of 
the  World  to  be  at  the  firft  View.  Prece- 
cedency,  in  itfelf,  abftradledly  confidered,  is 

below 
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below  the  Notice  of  any  Man  of  Senfe-:  But 
in  its  Confequences,  it  is   a  Matter  of  great 
Moment.     As  fuch,  it  has  been  contended 
for  by  Princes  and  crown'd  lleads,  even  by 
Force  of  Arms:  As  fuch,  it  hath  been  in- 
fixed upon  by  the  graveft  Bodies   of  Men 
with  the  greatest  Solemnity.      Precedency, 
like  Forms  in  Parliament,  confidered  only  in 
itfelf,  is  ridiculous  and  vain :  But  coniidered 
as  a  Means  to  the  Support  of  Dignity  and 
Order,  is  elTential  to  the  very^Exiftence  of 
Authority.  Thefe  Tributes  of  Refped:  main- 
tain the  Veneration  paid  to  the  high  Rank  of 
l^eerage;  they  are  the  Outworks  of  its  more 
folid  Privileges.     The  Dimin.ution  of  them 
muft  inevitably  lefTen  the  Eftimation  of  the 
Order,  and  reduce  its  Power.     In  a  private 
Conllderation  it  muft  create  a  Contempt  for 
Individuals,  fatal  to  their  perfonal  Intereil:  in 
the  Matter   of  Preferment    and   Alliance. 
From  hence  it  becomes  a  Bufinefs  of  Na-- 
tional,  as  well  as  Perfonal  Concern.  The  Sue-, 
cefs  of  this  Attempt  would  inevitably  ferve 
as  a  Precedent  for  fome  farther  Violation  oF 
the  Privileges   of  the  IrijJd  Peerage  in  new 
Inftances.  It  would  reduce  them  to  the  Di- 
lemma, either  of  banifli^ing  thcmfelves  from 
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ihis  Kingdom,  and  from  the  Prefence  of  the 
Prince,  (about  whom  a  natural  Attendance 
is  their  Duty,  or  of  fubmitting  themfelves  to 
fuffer  fuch  Indignities  from  Perfons  far  be- 
neath them,  as  cannot  be  borne  by  Men  of 

.  great  Qualities,^  Birth,  and  Fortunes.  Nay 
more,  it  is  to  be  queftioned  how  far  theLordi* 
of  that  Kingdom  here,  may  have  it  in  their 
Power  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a  Regulation,  with- 
out the  previous  Direction  of  their  Condud: 
From  the  Parliament  of  Ireland. 

It  was  refolved  by  the  Peers,  upon  the  1 8  th 
oijune  1678,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Vifcount 

.  Purbeckj  T'hat  no  Fine  levied  by  a  Peer  of 
the  Realm  of  his  Honour ^  can  bar  a  T'itle  of 
Honour^  or  any  Perfon  claiming  a  Title  under 
him  that  levied  fuch  a  Fine.     As  it  is  then 
an  adjudged  Cafe,  that  no  Man  has  Power  \ 
by  any  A<5t,  to    refign  his  Peerage  5  may  it 
not   be   well    queftioned,    whether  he  has 
Power  to  refign  any  of  the  Pre-eminences  or 
Privileges  united  with  it  ?  And  if  it  fhould 
be  fo  determined,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
Intereft  of  the  Peerage  of  all  Nations  that  it 
fhould  be,  what  muft  be  the  Confequence  to 
any  fingle  Peer  of  Ireland,  who  fhould  take 
upon  him  to  yield  up  this  Pretenfion  in  his 
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own  Inftance  ?  It  is  certain,  in  Circumilant^s 
bf  fo  nice  a  Nature,  and  fuch  as  may  concern 
in  their  Confequences  the  Peerage  of  a  whole 
Kingdohi,  particular  Men  are  not  at  Liberty 
to  follow  their  own  private  Judgments,  In- 
terefts  bf  Iftclin^tion^.  Artd  therefore  thofe 
Dilputes  which  may  arife  iii  the  Publick, 
iipon  a  Decilion  of  this  fort,  may  happen  to 
be  very  frequent  and  daiigerous.  Nor  can 
thefe  Difbtders  if  they  do  happeii,  be 
afcribed  with  any  Jiiftice  to  the  Irijh  Peers, 
who  may  be  concerned  ill  them,  fince  they 
neither  can  iii  I^oint  t)f  Hip«(!?^r  (howe\*r 
they  may  difregard  their  own  Privileges)  -aban-^ 
don  thofe  of  their  Body,  nor  in  point  of  Pr«- 
dence  venture  to  incur  the  general  Odium 
and  Contempt  of  their  whole  Nation,  and 
the  Cenfure  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords  in  that 
Kingdom,  which  in  fuch  an  Inftance  would 
without  Doubt  fall  with  the  whole  Weight 
that  their  utmoft  Power  could  enforce  it  with. 
It  muft  therefore  concern  any  humane  Go- 
vernment, to  avoid,  if  poflible,  aMeafure  fo 
much  loaded  with  Inconveniences  and  Mif- 
chief. 

It  is  a  Maxim  in  Reafoning,  that  an  Argu- 
ment which  proves  too  much^  proves  nothing. 

The 


Peers  of  Ireland.  99 

The  Argument  againft  the  Precedency  of  the 
Irijh  Peers  is  of  this  kind.  For  if  thofe  Lords 
hSrVe  not  the  Precedency  contended  for,  they 
have  none  at  all.  And  having  none,  the  firft 
Nobleman  of  that  Kingdom  muft  give  Place 
not  only  to  fome  of  the  loweft  Profeffions 
that  are  exercifed  in  thi$  Country,  (which, 
mean  as  they  are,  ;have  by  the  Cuftom  of 
'Efigland  their  fettled  Degrees  of  Precedency ) 
but  even  be  obliged  in  .ftrid:  Conclufion  to 
yield  it  to  the  mofl  beggar JyMechanick  of 
QreatrBritain.  WhatHonour  canbe  derived 
to.  the  J^obility  of  England  from  hence,  that 
a  Nobleman  of  any  Country  fhould  be  redu- 
ced into  Circumftances  of  fuch  Contempt, 
requires  a  greater  Degree  of  Penetration  than 
I  am  Mafter  of,  to  difcover.  And  not  to 
confider,  the  general  Alliance  between  the 
Peerage  of  each  Kingdom,  it  ihould  rather 
feem  that  fuch  Infults  as  muft  naturally  arife 
fi^om  fuch  aRegulation,  tolerated  upon  many 
of  the  greateft  and  moft  antiqnt  Families 
(exclufive  both  of  their  Honour;^  and  Eftates) 
in  thefe  Dominions,  can  tend  only  to  level 
and  confound  all  Manner  of  Diftin^-ion 
whatfoever* 
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My  Lord,  if  your  Lordihip  will  pardon, 
the  Length  of  the  Quotation,  I  (hall  conclude 
with  an  Inftance  not  wholly  impertinent  to 
this  Debate,  from  one  of  the  nobleft  Au- 
thors in  the  World.  The  Writer  is  Tacitus^ 
and  the  Country  of  which  he  fpeaks  is  the 
Roman  Empire,  whofe  glorious  Example 
all  Nations  may  be  proud  to  follow  5  and 
whofe  Sentiments  may  ferve  as  the  Criterion 
for  all  that  is  of  greateft  Dignity  and  Wifdom 
in  human  Nature. 

.  In  the  Confulate  of  Vitellius  and  Vipfanius 
in  the  Reign  of  Claudius^  a  Queftion  was 
moved  in  the  Senate  concerning  the  Augmen- 
tation of  that  Body,  by  Admiffion  of  the 
Nobility  of  Gallia  Comata  into  the  Peerage 
of  that  Empire,  a  Privilege  which  that  Na- 
tion then  defired.  Great  Contention  arofe 
upon  this  Demand,  and  the  Prince  was  rriuch 
diflurbed  with  the  inveterate  Confequences  of 
this  Difpute.  There  were  not  wanting,  even 
in  that  illuftrious  Houfe,  Men  v/ho  were  ac- 
tuated more  by  popular  Prejudice,  and  nar* 
row  Notions,  than  by  the  true  Intereft  of 
the  Empire,  or  a  generous  Judgment.  Thefe 
Senators  with  Warmth  and  Pailion  alledged,- 
"'  'f  hat  Italy  was  not  yet  fallen  to  fo  low  a 
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^^' State,  as  that  flie  was  not  able  to  fapply 
^*  her  own  Senate  out  of  her  own  Members : 
f'  That  in  antient    Times,   Times   by  the 
*^  Cuftoms  and  Manners  of  which,  the  Ror 
<^  man  Empire  had  rifen  to  that  confummate 
"  Glory,  and  from  the  Example  of  whicl^ 
f^  it  would  be  happy  for  them  never  to  de- 
*^  cline,    the  Roman  Subjedls  were  judged 
*^  fufRcient  for  the  Roman  Senate.     Was  at 
*f  not  enough,   that  this   Dignity   had  been 
V  already  proftituted  fo  far,  as  to  admit  tl(ie 
*•  Venetian  and  Infubrian  Nations  into  that 
*^  Community  of  Privilege,   unlefs  they  were 
^\  overborne  and  fwallowed  up  in  the  Multi-^ 
f*  tudes  of  a  Foreign  Nobility,  now  propofed 
*^  to  be  introduced  among  them  ?  Gf  what 
f*  Value  would  that  Dignity  hereafter  be  to 
*^  the  Roman  Senators  ?  Or  what  Preferments 
*^  could   the  old   Nobility   of  Rome  exped: 
hereafter?    What   Profpedl    for  them    to 
*^  reftore  the  Splendor  of  their  Families,  dc- 
"  cay'd  by  their  Antiquity,  when  all  the  great 
^*  Employments  of  the  State  fhould  come  to 
**  be  conferred  on  a  Foreign  Ncibility,again{l 
*^  the  Influence  of  whofe  Eftates,  and  greater 
t*  Fortunes,  they  would  be  unabJe  to  contend  r 
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"  A  foreign  Nobility,  whofcAnceflors,  everr 
"  in  late  Times,  had  b^en  the  Leaders  of  Ar« 
*5^  mies  fleih'd  in  the  Slaughter  of  the  Ibman 
^^  Citizens,  and  in  more  antiient  5tory  were 
^1  recorded  to  have  feiz'd  by  Violence  the 
*VHabitations  of  their  Forefathers,  violate! 
"  their  Religion,  and  pverthrown  the  Altars 
*'<  of  their  Gods !  That  they  rni^t  be  indulg'd, 
^\  .perhaps,  to  bear  the  Nan^e  of  Romans^:  but 
Hthat  they  ought  never  to  be  allowed  the 
*^  Rank  of  jRt?;?/^;^  Senators,  or  the  Enjoy- 
*Vment  of  the  great  Offices  of  State/' 

But  the  Emperor,  having  founded  his  own 
Opinion  upon  the  moft  folid  Reafbn,  -was 
fteady.to  it,  and  having  fuminonVltl^  Senate, 
condefcended  to  bear  a  Part  in  this  Debate 
hjmfelf.  His  Speech  was  to  this  Effed : 
Major es  -met  (quorum  ^antiqut£mus  Qlaufus 
origine,  Sabindjimul  in  ^vitatem,  Romanam  ^ 
iy.  familias  Patriciorum  adfcitus  efij .  bortan- 
tur  uti  paribus  co?ifilm  Rempublicam  capejfam, 
tramfer^ndo^  huc^  quod  Mfqucfm  egregium  fue-- 
r/if.  Nfque  ^rum  igmro  ^t^lios  Albdy  Qorunca^ 
7im  Camcrjoj  Porcios  Xuffulo  y-&.j2e.  Vetera 
fcrutemury^  Etrurid  LucanidqueJS  oip^^^ 
infenatum  accitos.     Pof^rem  ipfain^a^^^^ 
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tpromotamy    &  mn  modo  Jinguli  viritimr  fed 
terrdd  g^ntefque  in  nomen  nojirum  coalefcerunt. 
Hum  folida  domi  quksy    &  adverfus  externa 
ftoruimusy   cum  T'ranfpadani  in  civitatem  re^ 
ceptiy  cumfpecie  deduMarum  per  orbem  terra 
legionuniy     additis  provincialium  validij/imis, 
fejfo  imperio  fubventum    eji.     Num  peenitet 
Balbos  ex  Hifpanidy   nee  minius  injignes  viros 
e  Gallia  Narbonenji  tranjivijfe  ?  Manenf  p(yf- 
ieri  eoruniy  nee  amove  in  banc  patriam  nobis 
^oncedunt.     ^id  aliud  exitio  Lacedamoniis  & 
Athenienfibus  fuit y  quamquam  armis  poller ent^ 
nifi  quod  viBos  pro  alienigenis  arcebant  ?  At 
conditdr  nojler  Romulus  tantum  fapientia  va- 
luity  ut  plerofque  populos  eodem  die  hojlesj  dein 
€ives  habuerit.     Advence  in  nos  regnaverunt. 
hibertinorutft  filiis  magijiratus  mandarin  non^ 
ut  pleriquefalluntur>y  repens^  fed  priori  populo 
,fa£litatum  eJi.     At  cum  Senonibus  pugnavi-- 
musjfcilicet  Folfci&  /Equi  nunquam  adverfam 
nobis  aciem  firiixere  ?    Cupti  a  Gallis  fumusy 
fed  &  Tufcis  obfides  dedimus^  &  Samnitium 
Jugum  fubiwmus.     At t amen  f  cunSla  bella 
recenfeasy  nullum  breviore  fpatio  quam  adver* 
fus  Gallos  confeEluniy    contimia  inde  ac  fda 
.  pax.     Jam  moi^ibusytartibus^  qffmitatikus  no-^ 
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jiris^  mixtiy  aurum  &  opesfuas  injerant  pottusy 
quamfepardti  habeant.     Omnia,  pat  res  con-^ 
Jcripti,  qiice  nunc  vetujiijjima  credtinfurt  iiova 
fuere.     Pleheii    magijlratus  pojl     Patricios, 
Latini  poji  Pkbeios^  cater  arum  Italice  gentiutn 
foji  Latinou      Inveterafcit  hoc  quoque  :    & 
quod  hodie  exemplis  tiiemur,  inter  exempla  erit;. 
*'  Claufus  my  own  Anceftor  was  of  Foreign 
"  Extradtion,    by  Birth  a  Sabine y   admitted 
*^  in  one  Day  a  Citizen  and  Senator  of  Rome. 
**  This  Inftance  in  my  ownFamily^  inftrufts 
^^  me  in  the  juft  Method  of  conducting  the 
^y  publick  Intereft  to  Advantage,   and  teaches 
^'  me  to  rejedt  no  Man  of  iignal  Merit,  in 
"  whatfoever  Country  he  may  happen  to  be 
^^  born.    The  Julii^  Coruncanii  and  the  Porcii 
**  fprung  from  Alba^     from   Camerium   and 
^^  from  Tufculum^  Tufcany.    Lucania^  and  the 
*^  reft  of  Italy ^  have  been  all  admitted  to  the 
**  Senate  in  the  latter  Ages  of  the  Common- 
*^  wealth.      The  Empire  thus   extended  to 
"  the  very  AIps^  proceeded  no  longer  in  this 
'^  flow  Degree :    fhe  united    to  herfelf  not 
*'  Angle  Men  alone,   but  at  once  whole  Re- 
*^  gions  of  a  vaft  Extent,   and   mighty  Na- 
*^  tions.     From  this  Time  forward  we  en- 
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^*  joy'd  a  lading  Peace  at  home,  and  becanie 
*^^  the  Terror  of  the  World  abroad.  We 
"  flatter'd  ourfelves,  that  our  Happinefs  de-- 
"  pended  on  our  mighty  Armies  5  but  in 
"  Truth  our  exhaufted  State  derived  its  Se- 
^'  curity  from  this  prudent  Coalition  of  the 
*^  provincial  Pov^er,  vi^ith  the  Remnant  of  our 
**  own.  What  Reafon  have  we  to  repent, 
*^  that  our  Forefathers  called  to  the  Senatorial 
^^  Dignity  the  Family  of  the  BaM^  who 
*'  are  deduced  from  Spain^  or  the  reft  of 
*^  thofe  great  Houfes  which  have  been  ac- 
"quired  to  us  from  the  Narbonne  Gault 
"  Their  Pofterity  ftill  remain  an  Honour  to 
"  the  Senate,  nor  are  they  found,  in  their 
"  Attachment  to  the  Empire,  inferior  to  the 
*^  worthieft  Roman  of  us  all.  The  potent 
*^  Republicks  both  of  Lacedcemoii  and  of 
*^  Athens^  great  as  they  were  in  Arms,  fell 
"  by  this  narrow  Principle,  this  favage  Policy, 
**  of  arbitrary  Rule  over  their  dependent  Pro- 
"  vinces.  Romulus^  the  wife  Founder  of  our 
"  Empire,  purfued  a  different  Courfe.  By 
"  his  Addrefs,  they  who  were  one  Day  Enemies 
"  of  Rome^  the  next  were  Citizens  of  Romcy 
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"  and  faithful  Citizens  Whence  this  Jea* 
*'  loufy  of  communicating  to  Foreign  Fami^ 
^^  lies,  the  Senatorial  Honours,  when  a  Fo- 
^V  reign  Extraction  has  never  been  efteemed  a 
*^  Bar  to  the  fupreme  Adminiflration  of  the 
"  fovereign  Power  ?  It  is  not  the  Pracftice 
*^  only  of  thefe  modern  Times,  but  of  all 
^*  Antiquity,  to  confer  the  firfl  Employments 
^*  of  the  State  on  thofe,  whofe  i\ncefl:ors  were 
*^  not  fo  much  as  free  of  i?^;;^^,  when  recommen^ 
*^  byded  theirMerits  to  thofe  Employments.  If 
"  the  antient  Enmity  of  this  People  fhould 
^^  be  offer'd  as  an  Argument  againft  the  Con- 
**  ceflion  of  this  Privilege,  How  often  have 
^^  we  fought  with  the  Vofciy  Mqui^  and  iS'^'- 
*'  nones,  who  have  long  fince  effaced  this  Ob- 
*^  ftacle  of  Union  with  us  ?  We  confefs  that 
'*  we  have  often  fuffer'd  from  the  Gauls  the 
^^  worfl:  Event  of  War  ^  but  we  have  likewife 
"  often  fuffer'd  from  the  T^iifcans^  and  the 
*^  Samnites^  the  mod  ignominious  Defeats ; 
^*  yetare  they  now  onecommon  People  with  us, 
*^  If  we  reflcdl  upon  the  Courfe  of  our  Wars 
*'  with  this  Nation,  we  fhall  find  none  brought 
"  to  happier  Coaclufion,  than   that   which 

we 
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^  we  have  had  with  them.     A  faithful  and  a 
*^  permanent  Peace  has  thence  enfued  3  their 
*'  Manners  and   their  Cuftom^s,    their  Arts 
"  and  Manufad:ures,  are  now  become  the 
^'  fame  with  ours ;  they  are  bound  to  us  by 
'^  Ties  of  Blood,  and  mutual  Alliances.  What 
^^  Madnefs  would  it  be  to  force  them,  by 
^^  our  unequal  Government,  to  enjoy  their 
*^  Fortunes,  and  to  fpend  their  Treafures  in 
"  their  own  remoter  Provinces  ?  How  much 
*^  more  prudent  to  invite  them,  by  a  mild 
"  and  equal  Treatment,  to  draw  hither  their 
^^  Wealth ,    and  to    difFufe   their    Property 
*^  among  us  ?  Thofe  Regulations  which  ap- 
^^  pear  to  us  moft  antient,  have  had  a  Be- 
"  ginning,    and    once   were   likewife    new* 
"  The  Magiftracy  was    at   firfl:   committed 
^^  only  to  Patrician  Families  ;    the  Plebeian 
"  were  admitted  after ;    the   Latin  Nation 
"  was  then  united  to  us,  and  they  were  alfo 
**  entrufted  with   them.     The  other  Italian 
*^  States     were    laft   permitted   to   be  Par- 
*^  takers  in  them,  and  already  the  Memory  is 
^^  almoft  effaced,  that  they  have  ever  been  a 
^^  different  People.     In  like  manner  will  this 

''  Mea- 


5^ 


Io8        7^6  Precedency^   &c. 
*^  Meafure,  which  W€  are  now  obliged  to  de- 
*\,fen(i  by  the  Credit  of  former  Precedents, 
f*  become  itfelf  a  Precedent  to  future  Ages* 

The  Roman  Senate  obeyed  the  Voice  of 
Reafon :  The  Gauls  obtained  the  Privi- 
lege they  fought. 


My  Lord, 


I  am,  &c. 


